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Independent Study title: Factors Affecting the Decision to Sell Oil Palm of
Members of Nikhom Thung Song Cooperatives Ltd.,
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Degree: Master of Business Administration (Cooperatives);

Independent Study advisor: Songserm Homglin,Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2014

Abstract

The study objectives were to study 1) the general state of cooperative
members who sell oil palm; 2) the importance of the marketing mix factors that
influence members’ decisions to sell oil palm; and 3) the problems and suggestions
concerned with oil palm selling of members of Nikhom Thung Song Cooperatives
Ltd., Nakhon Si Thammarat.

This research was a survey of 120 members of Nikhom ThuongSong
Cooperatives Ltd., in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, who sold oil palm to the
cooperative. The data were collected from all population by using is questionnaire,
and the statistieal methods used to analyze the data were frequency, average, standard
deviation and content analysis.

The study found that 1) most members surveyed were male, 36 — 50 years
old, educated to secondary school level, with 2 — 3 household members working as
agriculturists. The level of their income from selling oil palm was 60,000 — 120,000
Thai Baht or higher per year. The period of time that they were cooperative members
was 1 — 5 years. The distance between their palm plantation and the location of the
cooperative was 1 — 8 kilometers. On average, the harvestable area they had planted in
oil palm 10 — 20 rai (1 rai = 1,600 m?). The average yield of palm was not more than
30,000 kilograms per year. The members regularly sold their oil palm to the
cooperative. 2) Overall, every marketing mix factor had a high level of influence
affecting members’ decision to sell their oil palm to the cooperative. The factor that
had the highest level of influence was price, followed by distribution channel, product
(oil palm) and promotion, in that order. 3) The problems listed by members were that
first, the price for oil palm paid by the cooperative was less than that paid by private
sector buyers; the location of the weighing scales was too far from the oil palm
storage area; the cooperative did not accept unripe kernels; and traffic in the area was
a problem in the evening because the sales point is located near a school. The
members’ main suggestions were that the scales should be located closer to the oil
palm storage area, the cooperatives should not close for a long time during holidays,
the cooperative should be open for purchase from 08.00 am to 6.00 pm, and the
cooperative should inform the members of the oil palm price in advance.

Keywords : Factors affected the oil palm selling, Nikhom Thung Song
Cooperatives Ltd., Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
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