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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the demographic status of
members of Mueang Yala Agricultural Cooperative, Limited; 2) the role of the cooperatives
in the economic, social and political development of its members; and 3) problems with that
role and recommendations for improvements.

The sample population consisted of 100 members of Mueang Yala Agricultural
Cooperatives, Ltd. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, chi squaretest and content analysis.

The results showed that 1) The majority of cooperatives members were male,
aged 36-40, and had completed lower secondary school education. Most of them were rubber
farmers, made income of 12,001-14,000 baht a month and had been members of the
cooperatives for 6-10 years. 2) The members gave the opinion that overall, the cooperative
played a large role in their economic, political and social development (ranked in order of
importance). Statistically significant relationships were found between demographic factors
and the members’ opinions on the cooperative’s role in their economic, social and political
development, as follows: Economic development: The factor of sex was related to
investment; the factor of age was related to income, expenses and savings; the factor of
educational level was related to expenses, savings and investment; the factor of career was
related to income, expenses, and investment; the factor of income was related to income and
savings; and the factor of number of years of membership was related to income, expenses,
savings and investment; Social development: The factor of sex was related to
education/training/informing and cooperating with cooperative members and the community;
the factor of age was related to education/training/informing, welfare, and cooperating with
cooperative members and the community; the factor of educational level was related to
education/training/informing; the factors of career and income were related to news, welfare,
and cooperating with cooperative members and the community; and the factor of number of
years of membership was related to cooperating with cooperative members and the
community; Political development: The factors of sex and career were related to
rights/liberties and participation; the factors of age and income were related to equality,
rights/liberties, participation and promotion of democracy; the factor of educational level was
related to rights/liberties; and the factor of number of years of membership was related to
equality, participation and promotion of democracy. 3) Problems identified were that some
members were unable to make their loan payments on time and that the cooperative did not
have enough business operations. The recommendations for improvement were that the
cooperative should help the members more ardently, should branch out into more lines of
business, and should support a good standard of life for its members.

Keywords: Agricultural Cooperatives, Economic Social Political Development, Yala
Province
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