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Abstract

The objectives of this independent study were 1) to study general state of
farmers who were members of mixed fertilizer groups under the Office of the Rubber
Replanting Aid Fund in Khiri Rat Nikhom District of Surat Thani Province and
bought mixed fertilizer of the mixed fertilizer groups; 2) to study the marketing mix
affecting their decision to buy mixed fertilizer, and 3) to study their problems and
suggestions affecting their decision to buy mixed fertilizer.

The population in this study was 48 farmers who were members of mixed
fertilizer groups under the Office of the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund in Khiri Rat
Nikhom District of Surat Thani Province. The data were collected from all population
by using questionnaires. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data was
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and content analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) most of the studied farmers
who were members of the mixed fertilizer groups were male, aged between 31-40
years, and educated at lower secondary level. Their farming area was 11-20 rai (1rai
=1,600m?). Their household income was more than 30,000 Baht/month. The type of
their farming to which they applied mixed fertilizer most was their Para rubber trees,
they mostly used mixed fertilizer in 14-7-35 formula. They bought 11-20 sacks of
mixed fertilizer/times during April to July. They bought mixed fertilizer of the mixed
fertilizer groups because they were shareholders of the groups by themselves. 2) the
marketing mixs generally affected their decisions to buy mixed fertilizer form the
groups at high level in all aspects. The factors which affected their decisions to buy
could be ranged from distributing factors which affected their decision to buy at the
highest level, product factors, procedure factors, and price factors respectively, while
promoting factors affected their decisions to buy at medium level. 3 ) Considering
their problems and suggestions, the studied farmers suggested that the site of the
mixed fertilizer groups should have been improved its surroundings and hygiene,
including standardization of the machines and equipment.

Keywords: Buy mixed fertilizer, Mixed fertilizer group under the office of the
rubber replanting aid fund, Surat Thani Province
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