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Thesis title: Political Participation of Political Party Members: A Case Study of Thai Rak Thai Party
Members in the Second Constituency of Lamphun Province
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study (1) personal factors affecting political
participation of Thai Rak Thai party members in the second constituency of Lamphun province; (2) Thai
Rak Thai party members’ opinions toward the roles of the party in the second constituency of Lamphun
province; (3) characteristics and pattern of political participation of Thai Rak Thai party members in the
second constituency of Lamphun province; and (4) relationships between personal factors as well as
opinions toward the roles of the party, and political participation of Thai Rak Thai party members in the
second constituency of Lamphun province.

The sample consisted of 397 Thai Rak Thai party members and a politician from Thai Rak
Thai party in the second constituency of Lamphun province. The data collecting instrument was a
questionnaire and an interview form. Data were statistically analyzed using percentage, mean, standard
deviation, chi-square test and descriptively analyzed.

Research findings were as follows: (1) The majority of the sample was females; while the
largest group was the one with 26 — 35 years of age, with educational level of primary education or
lower, with occupation as hired labors, with monthly incomes of 3,000 baht or lower and 3,001 - 5,000
baht, with party membership duration of more than 5 years, and with the stated reason for joining the
party being their preference for the party. (2) The overall opinions toward the roles of political party was
at a moderate level. (3) The overall political participation was a the high level. (4) Regarding the
sample’s political participation pattern, the aspect of election campaign was rated at a moderate level; the
aspect of political dialog was rated at a low level; the aspect of contact with political officers was rated at
a low level; the aspect of voting in political party activities was rated at a very low level, the aspect of
voting was rated at a high level, and the aspect of political negotiation was rated at a very low level.
Findings from hypothesis testing showed that the educational level, occupation, and party membership
duration correlated with political participation characteristics; occupation, average monthly income, and
party membership duration correlated with political participation pattern; while opinions toward the roles

of political party correlated with both characteristics and pattern of political participation.

Keywords: Political participation, Political party member, Second constituency of Lamphun province
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