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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to 1) study personal factors of Young Smart
Farmer in Prachin Buri province 2) study opinions toward the establishment of agricultural
cooperatives of Young Smart Farmer 3) study factors and needs in establishing agricultural
cooperatives of Young Smart Farmer and 4) provide suggestions on the establishment of
agricultural cooperatives of Young Smart Farmer.

The population of this study was 83 young smart farmers who registered as Young
Smart Farmer from year 2014-2018 of Prachin Buri Agricultural Extension Office. The sample
size was the entire population. Data was collected by using questionnaire. The descriptive
statistics used in data analysis were frequency, percentage, average, standard deviation, and
content analysis.

The results of the study showed that 1) most of young smart farmer in Prachin
Buri province were male with 36-45 year of age. They were single and completed secondary
school education level. The average monthly income was 10, 010- 20,000 Baht, the average
monthly expense was 10,001-20,000 Baht, and debt burden of more than 50,000 Baht. They
had their own farmland area of 28 Rai / person with 1-5 years of experience and funded by
borrowing from financial institutions. The fundamental problem was about funding and no
knowledge regarding the introduction to cooperative. 2) Opinions towards the establishment
of the agricultural cooperatives of Young Smart Farmer in Prachin Buri Province, it was
found that knowledge aspect, welfare aspect, business operation aspect, and administration
aspect were at a high level. They thought that members gained more security in farming.
Members were able to purchase production inputs at a reasonable price from cooperative and
received rewards from the cooperative in the form of dividend per stock as well as the
average cash back at the end of every fiscal year respectively. 3) Factors and needs for the
establishment of Young Smart Farmers. The study indicated that most of the farmers
preferred agricultural cooperative establishment along with the total of 10 of entry shares, 100
Baht per share, and entry fee of 100 Baht, the needs to accumulate the products, the demand
for factor of production. The farmers also wanted to attend knowledge training to further
extend their profession as per members’ needs and to receive loans from Cooperative
Promotion Department. 4) Suggestions on the establishment of Young Smart Farmer in
Prachin Buri Province included the creation of awareness, the understanding of objectives, or
advantages of cooperative establishment for young smart farmer to know thoroughly. There
should also be the specification of clear operational guideline that conforms to the law. The
cooperative should unify the farmers and create better income from cost reduction to the
farmers and provide appropriate selling price. There should be tightening on the funding from
every system of cooperative every month for security of savings in the cooperative of
members and must provide funding aid for agricultural production.

Keywords: Young Smart Farmer, Establishment of Cooperatives, Agricultural Cooperatives,
Prachin Buri Province
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