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Independent Study title: Member Participation in the Business of Khlong Nam

Khieo Agricultural Cooperative, Limited., Sa Kaeo Province
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Independent Study advisor: Achara Cheewatragoongit, Associate Professor;
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) personal factors and economic
factors of the members of Khlong Nam Khieo Agricultural Cooperative, Limited, Sa Kaeo
Province; 2) their knowledge about cooperatives; 3) their participation in the cooperative’s
business; and 4) problems and the members’ recommendations for improving the business of
the cooperative.

The population used in the study are members of co-operative that do business
with Khlong Nam Khieo Agricultural Cooperative, Limited, Sa Kaeo Province. To determine
the sample size of 398 people. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using
the descriptive statistics of frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test F-test and
content analysis.

The results showed that 1) The majority of members were female, age 41-50,
educated to primary school level, and had been members for 6-10 years. Most of them held
shares in the cooperative worth less than 10,000 baht. Most had 3-5 members of their
households and owned less than 5 rai of land for farming. In most cases they held a document
intitled, public benefit in land reform (SPK 4-01) type of land deed. They invested on average
30,000-50,000 baht in agriculture. Their annual household income was 110,001-140,000 baht
a year and their average household expenses were 90,001-120,000 baht a year. 2) Overall, the
members had a low level of knowledge about cooperatives. 3) The members participated in
the cooperative’s business the most in the credit business, followed by the merchandise re-
sale business, the savings deposit business and the agricultural products consolidation
business the least. The data showed that the personal factors of sex and number of years of
membership in the cooperative were not related to level of participation in the cooperative’s
business, but there was a statistically significant relationship between the factors of age,
educational level, stockholding in the cooperative, and number of household members and
level of participation in the cooperative’s business. For economic factors, the factors of type
of land ownership and household expenses were not related to level of participation in the
cooperative’s business, but there was a statistically significant relationship between the
factors of amount of land held, type of deed, amount invested in agriculture, and household
income and level of participation in the cooperative’s business. A statistically significant
relationship was also found between knowledge of cooperatives and participation in the
cooperative’s business. Most members participated in three of the cooperative’s businesses.
4) Most of the members said they had few problems with the cooperative’s business. They
recommended that cooperative personnel should develop better personal relations skills, that
the cooperative should hold member meetings at least 2 or 3 times a year, that the cooperative
should pay dividends to members and that officials should monitor the cooperative’s
operations on a regular basis.

Keywords: Participation in Business, Khlong Nam Khieo Agricultural Cooperative, Limited,
Sa Kaeo Province
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