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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) demographic data of
rubber farmers in Dan Chang District, Suphan Buri Province; 2) factors that affected
their decisions to plant rubber trees; 3) their opinions on the cultivars of rubber trees
that they planted; 4) problems with the soil in the plantation areas and their methods
for soil management; 5) the plantation management methods farmers used before and
after latex collection began; and 6) farmers’ problems and suggestions for improving
rubber production in Dan Chang District, Suphan Buri Province.

The study population consisted of 77 rubber farmers who were registered
with the Department of Agricultural Extension and or Dan Chang Agricultural
Cooperative Limited, and data were collected from the entire study population. Data
were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using computer software to find
frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The results showed that 1) the majority of the study population were male,
average age 49.23 years, and educated to the level of Grade 4. Before growing rubber
most of them had grown field crops. They planted rubber both to collect latex and for
harvesting the wood in the future. Most of the plantations were on hilly land that were
owned by the farmers. Most of the rubber trees had been planted an average of 5.40
years at the time of the research. Most were cultivar RRIM 600. They sold the products
as raw coagulated rubber sheets and rubber scraps. They sold the products themselves,
and most had invested their own funds in the plantations. 2) The farmers reported that
geographical, climatic, economic and social factors had only a medium level of
influence on their decision to grow rubber, while the factors of attitude, infrastructure,
and other factors related to rubber plantation had the greatest influence on their
decision. 3) The farmers gave the opinion that cultivar RRIM 600 was highly suitable
because of its high resistance to disease and insect pests. 4) More than half of the
farmers (55.84%) reported that they did not have soil problems but 44.16% did. The
most commonly reported physical soil problem was gravelly soil (94.12%) and the most
common chemical soil problem was low fertility (55.88%). The soil management
methods they used most to address these problems were to plant cover crops between
rows to alleviate the effects of gravelly soil (75.83%) and to grow cover crops and
apply manure to alleviate low fertility (44.12%). The general soil management method
most farmers used was to apply chemical fertilizer (90.70%). 5) The farmers reported
that they used plantation management methods to a high degree both before and after
beginning latex collection. 6) The problem cited by most farmers (44.16%) was that the
market for selling their products was far from the plantation. The suggestion given by
most farmers (37.66%) was to set up a central market.

Keywords: Natural latex, Para rubber tree, Plantation management,
Dan Chang District, Suphan Buri Province
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A1319N 2.2 (AD)

1178:°000 AU

sz 2550 2551 2552 2553 2554

8. 1mwuala 377 358 330 384 405

9. USIFA 345 357 279 374 369
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11.5u9 2,368 2,186 1,870 2,125 1,842
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2.809U09 116,292 31.12 135029 33.96 107,315 26.87 140,759 36.65 147,683  30.34

= J
DaN|I1I

3.0NUNY 96,308 2577 162225 40.80 119,450 29.91 119450 31.10 109,337 22.46

FUAIUY
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5.91AIN 1,012 0.27 5,978 1.50 1,290 0.32 372 0.10 1,453 0.30
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AN 2.3 (91D)
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& v
AN EN]

7. EJNﬁuﬂ 7,016 1.88 9,461 2.38 3,645 0.91 3,758 0.96 4,690 0.96

U 373,659 100 397,595 100 399,415 100 384,031 100 486,745 100
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e 19
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