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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study following: (1) social and economic state of
young coconut farmers in Bang Khla District of Chachoengsao Province; (2) the state of their
young coconut production; (3) their needs for the extension on young coconut production; (4)
their problems and suggestions on young coconut production; and (5) the extension guidelines
for their young coconut production.

The population in this study was 1,148 young coconut farmers in Bang Khla District
of Chachoengsao Province. 92 samples were selected by using simple random sampling. The
statistical used to analyze the data by descriptive analysis were frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were male,
with average age at 58.48 years. Most of them were educated at primary level. The average
period of their experience in young coconut production was 20.74 years. Their average
coconut cultivating area was 9.08 rai. The number of household labor of most of them was 2
persons. The average cost of their young coconut production was 638.59 Baht/rai/year. (2) the
studied farmers usually grew their coconut trees on lifted patches with sticky soil. They bailed
out plain water in ruts to water their coconut trees. The water source for their gardening was
the rain only. They mostly grew their coconut trees in fragrant-water tribe which they
cultivated themselves. Their coconut trees were grown on lifted patches in single line at the
intervals of 6x6 meters, and the bottom of the holes was lined with fertilizer once or twice a
year. They bailed out the mire from ruts to cover the surface of their lifted patches once a
year. They would grow new coconut trees to replace old deteriorated ones by growing them
among the old ones. Coconut trees which were bearing fruit would be cleared from fallen
leaves along with eliminating weeds for them. Although most of the studied farmers were not
faced with plant disease spreading, they had to be faced with pest/insect spreading instead.
They controlled coconut rhinoceros grubs by eliminating their breeding sources, controlled
trunk grubs by applying chemical substances to them, controlled coconut hispine beetle by
liberating Asecodes hispinarum, and controlled coconut black-headed caterpillar by liberating
Bracon hebeter Say. (3 ) the studied farmers needed to be transferred knowledge of pest
control most through printing/personal media, such as brochures, leaflets, and public officials
in the form of lecturing and demonstrating. (4 ) the studied farmers had problems on pest
control at the highest level, and had problems at the lowest level on the management after
harvesting, harvesting, and distributing their produce. They suggested that water should have
been supplied to their gardening sufficiently all the year, and related public sectors should
have suggested them how to control coconut pests. (5) the guidelines for young coconut
production were as follows: Public officials supported them in the issues of skills, academics,
knowledge, skills, and production factors; made them unite in groups in order that their
knowledge and skills would be improved; set field studies for them to observe the practice of
other farmer groups and exchange their knowledge; and solved their problems on pests by
adopting integrated pest control.

Keywords: Extension Guidelines, Young Coconut, Chachoengsao Province
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