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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study fundamental social and
economic state of members of a community pest management center in Phayao
Province; (2) to study their knowledge sources, their knowledge of the integrated pest
management, and their knowledge of the community pest management center; (3) to
study their opinions on the integrated pest management; (4) to study the level of their
integrated pest management in practice; (5) to study factors affecting their integrated
pest management; and (6) to study their problems and suggestions on the integrated
pest management.

The population in this study was 270 farmers in a project on the
community pest management center in Phayao Province. 162 samples were selected
by using simple random sampling methodology adhering to the proportion of the
population. The data were collected by using questionnaires. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency,
percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean, standard deviation, and stepwise
multiple regression analysis. The findings of this study were as follows: (1) more
than a half of the studied farmers were female, with average age at 51.93 years. They
were educated at lower primary level most. The average number of their household
members was 3.94 persons. The average size of their agricultural area was 18.17 Rai.
Their main occupation was doing rice farming. Their average income was 12,312.65
Baht/month/family. (2) most of the studied farmers had been transferred knowledge
from knowledge sources at medium level. They had the knowledge of integrated pest
management and the community pest management center at the highest level. And
they had opinions on the integrated pest management at the highest level because it
made them consume food which was safe for their health. (3 ) the integrated pest
management in practice of most of the studied farmers was at high level. (4) most of
the studied farmers had problems on the integrated pest management both in theory
and in practice at medium level. (5) the studied farmers suggested that they should
have been trained in the pest management continuously by agricultural officials, they
should have had field studies in the area that was faced with pest spreading, and they
should have been supplied with sufficient budgets continuously. And (6) it was found
that their knowledge of the integrated pest management and the number of their
household members were correlated with their integrated pest management in
practice.

Keywords: Integrated Pest Management, Community Pest Management Center,
Phayao Province
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