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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study fundamental social and
economic state of farmers who had raised mulberry trees in Sakon Nakhon Province;
(2) to study the state of their mulberry fruit production; (3) to study their need for
mulberry fruit production extension; and (4) to study their problems and suggestions
on mulberry fruit production and the production extension.

The population in this study was all 110 farmers who had raised mulberry
trees in Sakon Nakhon Province with no random sampling. The data were collected
by using structural interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the
data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum
value, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) slightly more than a half of the
studied farmers were female, with average age at 49.06 years. They were educated at primary
level. The average number of their household members was 4.41 persons. The average period
of their experience in mulberry fruit production was 2.29 years. The average of their income
and expenditure on mulberry fruit production was 7,968.82 Baht/year, and 1,811.36 Baht/year
respectively. Two-thirds of them had debts resulting from their taking out loans from the Bank
for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. (2) the size of their occupied land using in
raising mulberry trees of the majority of the studied farmers was smaller than 1 Rai. All of them
had raised their mulberry trees in Chiang Mai tribe. The average number of their household
labor in raising mulberry trees was 2.17 persons, while the average number of their hired labor
was 1.63 persons. Most of them applied manure to their mulberry trees, and almost all of them
had not applied any chemical substance to their mulberry trees. They did not accelerate their
mulberry trees to bloom, however, most of their mulberry trees bore fruit twice a year. The
average of their produce was 382.24 Kilograms/Rai/year. Their average income was 6,881.60
Baht/Rai. About one-third of them distributed their produce directly to industrial factories. (3)
the studied farmers needed mulberry production extension, at the highest level, in the aspect of
marketing, services, and the production support. They needed the production extension, at high
level, on being transferred agricultural knowledge and academic technology. The way of
extension which they needed at the highest level was to set, at province level, a festival of eating
mulberries which was consistent with the marketing extension which they mentioned that they
needed at the highest level. And (4) the studied farmers had problems, at high level, in the
marketing aspect, and they had problems, at medium level, in the aspect of mulberry fruit
production and the production extension. They suggested that the government should have had
the selling price guarantee for their produce, supported them with market places to distribute
their produce, linked the markets as one stop service, set field studies to observe successful
farms, supported them to build a network, as one stop service, of mulberry fruit production, and
supported a standardized production system using high selling price to motivate them.

Keywords: Mulberry Fruit Production, Extension Needs, Sakon Nakhon Province
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