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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) basic socio-economic status of the
members of community rice seed extension and production centers, (2) the situation of rice seed
production, (3) membership status, (4) perception of updated news and needs of the members,

(5) related factors and guidelines for development of the center, and (6) problems and suggestions for
development of community rice seed extension and production center.

The research population was a number of 228 members of community rice seed extension
and production centers in In Buri District of Sing Buri Province. Data were collected from all of them
by using interviewed questionnaires and focus group with the members who were also serving as a
committee position. Data were analyzed by using a computerized program. Statistics was used to
analyze the data including frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and
standard deviation.

From the findings it was found that (1) most of the members were female with an average
age of 55 years and completed primary education; the average household labor was 2.09 persons; they
did not hold any social positions; agriculture was the main occupation and being hired labor was the
sub-ordinate occupation; the average experience in rice farming was 21.86 years; the average
occupied area was 40.96 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters); and most of them had loans from the Bank
for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-operatives. (2) In each year, they produced an average of 67.5
tons of rice seeds; the average price of rice seeds was 18.17 baht/kg; the average number of rice seed
production plot was 16 persons; all of six groups produced Kor Khor 31 rice variety; examination by
selecting only quality rice seeds and taking away contaminated seeds; there were no grounds for
drying rice seeds. (3) They had been the membership with an average of 4.79 years and needed to buy
and sell seeds, and exchanging knowledge. The members participated in the meeting at an average of
5.25 times per year. The committee selection was organized after 4-year term of service. The
administration management of the center, public relations, sale and purchase of rice seeds, training to
transfer knowledge, identification of work plan, identification of objectives, and no funds for loan,
these activities were found to be operated. (4) The reception of updated news and information from
government authorities, it was discovered that they satisfied the management of sale and purchase of
rice seeds, committees, and the leader. They would like to have activities in the reduction of
production cost and procurement of production inputs, both. (5) Factors relating to the center
development, the inside factors were the leader, members, administration of community rice seed,
resources and capital, production activities; the outside factors were government operations, officials,
and situations of the area. The development guidelines were the enhancement of learning process on
production technology and marketing, connecting production and marketing network, members’
participation in the operations of the centers, jointly planning the work plan of the centers, quality
control system, and coordination with the government agencies for knowledge transfer and budget
support continuously. (6) The problems of the operations, the members hadn’t practiced adhering to
the seed production process and there were no plan of the operations.

Keywords: Community rice seed extension and production center, Operational development,
Sing Buri Province
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