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Thesis title: FACTORS AFFECTING THE PARTICIPATION IN GROUP
ACTIVITIES OF THE FARM WOMEN GROUP MEMBERS IN
KUDJAB DISTRICT, UDON THANI PROVINCE

Researcher: Miss Kroranit Chausiritaworn; Degree: Master of Agriculture
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the basic background of the
farm women group members, (2) level of participation in group activities by farm
women group members, and (3) factors affecting participation in group activities of
the farm women group members.

A total of 240 farm women group members in Kudjab District, Udonthani
Province were randomly selected as respondents. Structured interviews were
conducted using a questionnaire. Data were analyzed using SPSS for Windows .
Frequency,percentage, arithmetic mean and chi-square analyses were used.

The result showed that most respondents were married, had 4-years of
schooling and their average age was 42.68. Most of them participated at a high level
in categories called “special activity”, “other activities”, group meetings ,and major
group activities. Factors affecting their participation were 1) biographical factors,
namely age, education, and marital status, 2) economic factors, namely number of
family laborers, returns of group activities, farm and non- farm income, 3) societal
factors, namely status inside the group, distance between their home and the meeting
place, participation in other groups, satisfaction in group activities, and extension
worker support. The problems mentioned were as follows: a lack of financial
support, no time, lack of group cohesiveness, conflict among the members, expense of
raw materials, lack of equipment, lack of cooperation among members, and lack of
group activities.

Hence, their recommendations were as follows: 1) offer more training
programs for them, 2) provide government or other support in finances and marketing
of their products, 3) create more activities in the group, especially activities that
enable them to earn more income, and 4) increase extension worker attention to
facilitation and support of them.

Keywords: Factors affecting the participation, Farm women group, Udon Thani
Province
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