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Independen Study title: Guidance for Resolving the Farmers Welfare Fund Unpaid
Debts of Farmers in Yasothon Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this independent study were 1) to study general state of
farmer groups in Yasothon Province which affected taking out loans and repaying the
loans of farmer groups who took out loans from the Farmer Welfare Fund; 2) to study
their problems and constraints on repaying their loans taken out from the Farmer
Welfare Fund; and 3) to study the guidance on resolving their unpaid debts.

The population in this study was 5 farmer groups in Yasothon Province
who had unpaid debts with the Farmer Welfare Fund. The 25 samples were the
farmers who were on the operating committee and the leaders of cooperative members
selected from these farmer groups. The data were collected by interviewing these
persons using semi-structural interview form. The statistical methodology used to
analyze the data was frequency, percentage and content analyze.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) the business operations of
these farmer groups and the management within the farmer groups had insufficient
efficiency leading to their loss and tight financial situation. 2) The farmer groups and
other cooperative members who took out loans from the Farmer Welfare Fund mostly
could not repay their loans because their income was lower than their expenses. 3)
Considering the guidance on resolving the unpaid debts of these farmer groups, the
cooperative extension officials should have closely monitored and suggested the
efficient management within their group to these farmer groups, planned their
business operations, and closely rushed their debts systematically and continuously.
Furthermore, there were some suggestions from the study of Yasothon Provincial
Cooperative Office as follows: the cooperative extension officials should have
suggested guidance on resolving this problem, determined certain rules and
regulations in approving the farmer groups’ applications for the welfare fund adhering
to their real need in order to prevent the problem on unpaid debts in the future.

Keywords: Unpaid debt, Farmer Welfare Fund of farmer group, Yasothon Province
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