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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the context of Thai politics through the content and
concepts in the literary works that won the Pan Vanfa Award in the years 2002 to 2008.

This was a documentary research. The sample population consisted of 7 literary works that won
the Pan Vanfa Award in 2002-2008, namely, Kuen Duean Pen [Full Moon Night], Pan Vanfa [Mirror
Decorated Pedestal], Tanah Umi: Pandin Matuphum [Tanah Umi: Motherland], Wawsaeng Haeng Sata [Glow
of Faith], Kahn Jak Bai Kong Nok Khao [Departure of the Owl], Rao Dit Yoo Nai Naew Rob Sia Laew...Mae
Mun [I’m Stuck in the Line of Fire...Dear], Sapahn [Bridge]. The data collection tool was a tally sheet. The
analysis units were divided into 10 political views: the call for full democracy, the call for an ideal constitution,
opposition against corrupt politicians, the call for people’s democratic rights and liberty, the call for justice,
opposition to oppression by politicians, the issue of political conflict, the problem of unrest in the 3 southern
border provinces, historical movements against military regimes, and “other.”

The results showed that the topic that was written about the most was corruption by politicians,
which appeared in 21 short stories and 8 poems. Almost all of them told about open dishonesty in elections. The
second most frequent topic was the call for complete, true democracy, which was found in 16 short stories and
24 poems. In most cases the authors described problems with the election process and tried to create characters
that had a positive attitude toward that system of government. The call for an ideal constitution was covered in
14 short stories and 3 poems, mainly expressing the desire for a magnificent idealized democratic constitution.
The topic of people’s rights and liberty was addressed in 4 short stories and 1 poem, which told about situations
of people being prevented from expressing their ideas by dark powers. The topic of a call for justice was mainly
conveyed in stories or images about working class people who were oppressed, threatened or abused by
politicians or bureaucrats. The topic of political conflict was reflected in writings about division and disunity,
especially in works published in 2007-2008. References to the problem of unrest in the 3 southern border
provinces and the historical movements against military regimes aimed to move readers by telling about the
events through the eyes of a bystander who intended to go about his or her normal daily routine. The other
topics covered were changes that occurred after the economic bubble burst in 1997, the ways in which rice
farmers are taken advantage of, and changes in society due to the rise of materialism.

Keywords: political literature, Pan Vanfa Award, Thai politics
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