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Abstract

The primary objectives of this study were to: 1) synthesize factors
affecting the development of community enterprises in Thailand, and 2) study factors
promoting the development of community enterprises in Thailand in relation to
various economic development theories.

The study was a synthesis based on the existing secondary data, research,
and Ph.D. theses covering aspects of the development of community enterprises,
numbering 24 researches in various regions of Thailand. The period coverage was
between 2000-2010. Various statistical techniques were employed, including
Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient, to test the factors promoting the community
enterprise development in various regions.

Results of the study show that: firstly, factors promoting the development
of community enterprises varied in various regions. There was an underlying
economy philosophy of self-sufficiency commonly practiced in every region and
followed by groups and networks applicable to the North and the Center. These
factors were different from the Northeast, which based on production management.
While the South emphasized on traditional beliefs and culture which helped to
preserve their communities. When Spearman's rank correlation coefficient was tested,
factors promoting regional community enterprise development in various regions
were correlated and were not significantly different at 0.05. Secondly, some factors
promoting the development of community enterprises, as previously mentioned, were
to some extent, consistent with economic development theories such as John M.
Keynes, King’s Bhumibol Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, Buddhist Economics.

Keywords: Synthesis, Community Enterprise Development in Thailand
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