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Abstract

The objectives of this independent study were to study 1) factors related to
ability to pay debts of cooperative members 2) relationship among factors related to
ability to pay debts of cooperative members 3) problems and suggestions in ability to
pay debts members of Supanimit Kra Buri agricultural cooperative limited.

This study was a survey research. Population in this study was 200
members of Supanimit Kra Buri Agricultural Cooperative limited, Ranong province,
who had short-term liability with cooperative on 31% december, 2018. 134 samples
was determined using Taro Yamane formula with an error value of 0.05 by simple
random sampling method according to the proportion between members who were
able to pay off debts and members who could not pay off debt as per set deadline.
Tool that was used in this study was questionnaire. Data was analyzed using
frequency, percentage, chi-square, and content analysis.

The results of the study showed that 1) most of the members were female,
age between 31-45 years old, and completed secondary school level/vocational
certificate. They believed in Buddhism and married. Their main occupation in
agricultural sector was coffee plantation and outside of agricultural sector was
contract job. The amount of agricultural area was 16-30 rai (1 rai = 1,600 m?). They
didn’t have land ownership right, membership duration was from 10 years upward.
They owed cooperative between 25,001- 50,000 baht with guaranteed individual. The
household income was from 200,000-400,000 baht with household expenses of lower
than 200,000 baht and had liabilities with Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives. 2) The relationship among factors related to ability to pay debts of
members had statistical significance at the level of 0.05 including land ownership
right, membership duration, number of household members under the care, friends
from the same group of leaders who did not pay off their debt influenced them not to
pay the debt, and friends from the same group of leaders who persuaded them to pay
the debt and actually went and pay off the debt. Cooperative had debt usage
investigation. There were incidents of outbreak of disease and pest, draught and storm
which led to crop damage, the rejection to buy products/force the price down, and
village fund policy. 3) Problems and suggestions regarding the debt payment of
members revealed that member should decrease expenses or save household expenses
while cooperative should seek capital with low interest rate, and cooperative should
extend debt payment duration or long-term debt for members.

Keywords: Ability to pay debts, Supanimit Kra Buri Agricultural Cooperative,
Ranong Province
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