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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study:(1) objective and motivation to play a
role of political democracy of General Sonthi Boonyaratkalin in position of Matubhum Party
Leader; (2) Democratic political role of General Sonthi Boonyaratkalin in position of Matubhum
Party Leader;(3) problem and dilemmas of democratic political role of General Sonthi
Boonyaratkalin in position of Matubhum Party Leader

This was a qualitative research base on documents and in-depth interviews with a
sample population of 11 persons chosen through purposive sampling. The samples consisted of
politicians, military, media, academics and religious leader. Data were collected using interview
forms and analyzed using content analysis and descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) Objective and motivation to play a role of political
democracy of General Sonthi in position of Matubhum Party Leader were working to resolve
political conflicts in the southern provinces, solve the political conflict of the past, moderate
political parties, want to join the government to push the policy of the party is going to be
substantial ; (2) the political role of Gen. Sonthi was fully done and the ability to push the
political goal on the Matubhum party policy but not success ; (3) problem and dilemmas of
democratic political role of General Sonthi in position of Matubhum Party Leader, consisting of
party funding problem, the right to buy the votes of the people, number of MPs of the ruling party

lines and image of a former chief Gen. Sonthi coup in 2006

Keywords: Political role, General Sonthi Boonyaratkalin, Matubhum Party
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