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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the socio-economic factors of
members of Koh Kaew Patana Rubber Plantation Fund Cooperative, Limited; (2) the factors
that affect their decision to sell the raw latex they produce to the cooperative; and (3) related
problems and suggestions.

The sample population consisted of 63 members of Koh Kaew Patana Rubber
Plantation Fund Cooperative, Limited, in Surat Thani Province, who had sold their raw latex
to the cooperative. Data were collected form all of poperlation by using a questionnaire and
statistically analyzed to find frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation, as well
as by content analysis.

The results showed that (1) the majority of samples was male, in the 41-50 age
range, educated to primary school level, with 1-2 family members working on the plantation.
They produced rubber on 10-20 rais ( 1 rai = 1600 m?) (harvestable area) and their
plantations were located 1-5 km from the cooperative’s latex buying point. They reported
income from latex sales of 5,001 — 10,000 baht a month and had been members of the
cooperative for 1 — 5 years. The surveyed members sold all their latex to the cooperative
every time they harvested, amounting to about 51-100 kg. (2) Marketing mix factors that
had affected the members’ decisions to sell their latex to the cooperative at a high level were
the factors of product, place, and price, ranked in that order. The factor of promotion affected
their decisions to a medium level. (3) The problems the rubber producers had were slowness
in the sale process due to a lack of personnel and rubber percentage measurements that were
lower than they used to be. Their suggestions were for the cooperative to speed the sales
process by providing more service personnel and to improve the rubber percentage
measurement instruments to make the measurements more accurate.

Keywords: Natural rubber, Para rubber, Latex production, Hevea brasilienesis,
Caoutchouc
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