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Thesis title: The Political Ideals of Members of the Communist Party in Sakon
Nakhon Province in the Period 2480-2509 B.E.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the factors and causes
leading to the political ideals of members of the Communist Party in Sakon Nakhon
Province in the period 1937 — 1966; (2) the main points and essential substance of
those ideals; and (3) the impact of those ideals.

This was a qualitative research based on research of printed documents,
websites and academic reports related to the Communist Party of Thailand in Sakon
Nakhon Province in the period 1937 — 1966 as well as in-depth interviews with one
former member of the Communist Party of Thailand, 2 people knowledgeable about
the Communist Party in Sakon Nakhon Province, and 3 academics. Data were
analyzed through content analysis and descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) The primary cause that led to the political ideals
of members of the Communist Party in Sakon Nakhon in 1937-1966 was the
communist system in other countries that spread into Thailand, along with the
initiators’ strategy of pulling in people who were disenchanted with the Thai
government’s policies and ideas and dissatisfied about problems in Thai society. The
supporting factors in Sakon Nakhon were its geographical features and standard of
living, because government services did not reach most people and most places. In
addition, inequality in society led to a conflict between the ruling class and the
governed. The bureaucracy was not fair in its management of government services.
Overly severe suppression by the ssakoltate caused some citizens to feel that they had
no other choice but to join the communist guerillas. (2) The main points of the ideals
of the Communist Party members in Sakon Nakhon were to bring about good
governance and fairness in society. They considered themselves champions fighting
for justice in the rural society of northeast Thailand. (3) As for the impact of the
communist ideals, when the movement grew, following ideals that differed from those
of the ruling administration, and the communist movement had followers and
weapons, a conflict arose between groups of people and there was a rift in society.
People who ascribed to communist ideals were unfairly restricted from society
through various measures, leading to loss of security and safety and loss of life. As a
result, there were demands for justice and local people tried to struggle in their own
way to solve their local problems. This struggle was the impetus that laid the
foundation for increased political participation on the part of citizens in Sakon
Nakhon and helped them understand their rights so they could continue to work in the
society.

Keywords: Political ideals, communist, Marxism, Sakon Nakhon province,
2480-209 B.E.
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