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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the personal factors of the
members of the co-operatives, 2) the important level of factors affecting loan
repayment ability of the members of the co-operatives, and 3) the relationships
between various factors and loan repayment ability of the members of the co-
operatives.

The population in this study consisted of 480 members of Ban Na San
Agricultural Co-operatives, Limited, Surat Thani Province, who had debts with the
co-operatives at 31 March 2014, 219 samples were selected by using Taro Yamane
formula. Data were collected by using a questionnaire and analyzed by the statistical
methods including frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Chi square
test.

The results of the study showed that 1) the majority of the members were
male with the age range of 41-50 years, married, and finished primary education.
They had income from rubber plantation with no additional income from non-
agricultural occupation. They average annual agricultural income was between
100,000-200,000 baht, while the agricultural expense was less than 20,000 baht per
year. The non-agricultural expenses were in the range of 5,000 — 10,000 baht a
month. They had loans with the co-operatives at the amount of 100,001 baht or more,
and these were repaid with the principal and interest at the time period specified in the
contract. They hadn’t had any loans with any other sources of credit. They owned an
average between 11-20 rai of land (1 rai = 1,600 square meters) and had assets of
500,001 baht or more. They had posted assets worth 300,001 baht or more as
collateral. 2) The significant level of factors relating to loan repayment ability, it was
reported that production, marketing, and co-operative factors were related to loan
repayment ability of the members at moderate level, while environment factors
including economic situation and government policy were related to the loan
repayment ability at moderate level, too. Hence, 3) environmental factors and the
village fund policy were related to the loan repayment ability of the members of the
co-operatives at statistical significance.

Keywords: Loan repayment, Agricultural co-operatives, Surat Thani Province
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