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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the demographics of
members of Thavorn Pattana Phitsanulok Agricultural Cooperative, Ltd.; 2) the role
of the cooperative in development of the quality of life of its members; and
3) problems and suggestions.

This was a survey research. The study population was 108 members of
Thavorn Pattana Phitsanulok Agricultural Cooperative, Ltd., who were registered as
of 30 April, 2016. Data were collected from the entire study population using a
questionnaire. Data were statistically analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation and content analysis.

The results showed that 1) 52.8% of the cooperative members were
female; 34.3% were in the 51-60 age range and 32.4% were in the 41-50 age range;
53.7% were educated to primary school level; 88% were rice farmers; 58.3% reported
average income of less than 10.001 baht a month; 25.9% had been cooperative
members for 3-5 years and 23.1% had been cooperative members for 1-3 years;
53.7% held less than 5,001 baht worth of shares in the cooperative; 75.9% had
previously taken out loans from the cooperative; 56.1% had taken out loans in the
range of 10,001-50,000 baht; 39% had taken out loans 2-3 times and 35.4% had taken
out loans less than 2 times; 63% had purchased goods from the cooperative; 69.1%
had purchased agricultural goods; 39.2% had purchased goods from the cooperative
2-3 times and 36.8% had purchased goods less than 2 times. 2) The cooperative
members reported that overall the cooperative had a medium role (3.39 on a Rankin
scale) in developing their quality of life. The mean scores were 3.45 for living life,
3.43 for economic aspects and 3.29 for social aspects. 3) The main problems cited by
members were that cooperative members and board members still lacked deep
understanding about the cooperative system, the extension of loans was slow, the
number of days for repaying principal was too few, and only a few members attended
meetings. Members’ suggestions were to hold training sessions to increase knowledge
about cooperatives, to provide more benefits for members, and to speed the process of
loan extension.

Keywords Role of cooperatives, Quality of life development, Thavorn Pattana
Phitsanulok Agricultural Cooperative Ltd., Phitsanulok Province
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