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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the members of cooperatives

in the following matters: 1) general backgrounds of the members, 2) the participatory
level of the members in cooperatives’ business operations, 3) the group comparisons
of the members’ participation in the cooperatives’ business operations; and
4) problems and obstacles of members’ participation in the cooperatives’ business
operations.

The population of this study consisted of 727 members of Wang Nam
Yen Agricultural Cooperatives in Sa Kaeo Province. The samples were comprised of
258 members randomly selected by using Taro Yamane formula. Data were collected
by using a questionnaire and percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and analysis
of variance were used for data analysis.

The results showed that 1) the majority of cooperatives’ members were
male, in the 31-40 years age range, finished primary education level with income of
5,001-8,000 baht a month. Most of them had been a member of the cooperatives for 6
— 10 years. The majority of them reported that they received news and information
about the cooperatives mainly from cooperatives personnel and from time to time and
from other sources occasionally. 2) The cooperatives’ members had a medium level
of participation in all four aspects of the cooperatives’ operations, i.e. decision
making, business operations, benefits, and monitoring/auditing. 3) A comparison of
members’ personal factors with their level of participation in the cooperatives’
business found that there were a statistically significant differences (p<0.01) between
the factors of the members’ income, educational level, and reception of news and
information about the cooperatives, . In contrast, there was no statistically significant
difference between the factors of the members’ sex, age, and number of years of
membership in the cooperatives and their level of participation in the cooperatives’
operations. 4) The problems and obstacles of members’ participation in the
cooperatives were the difficulty in traveling to the cooperatives, inadequate services
provided by cooperatives’ personnel or the management committee, and a lack of
desired services, no matching of the range of goods/services offering and the needs of
the members, no obvious benefit from member participation, and lack of time for
joining in the cooperative’s operations.

Keywords: Participation of cooperatives’ member, Agricultural cooperatives,
Sa Kaeo Province
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