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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the origins of the political worldview form
the role of “Pho Leang” (wealthy man) and (2) to study the roles and influences of the “wealthy man”
on the political worldview in local politics Thoen District, Lampang Province.

This study was a qualitative research. The purposive samples were 3 groups as
followings. Group 1: Academics at Phayao University. Group 2: Influencers who lived in Thoen
District, Lampang Province. Groups 3: Knowledgeable people and folk philosopher in local community.

This study found that (1) the “influencer” occurred in the post-economic ear and led to
political changes since the Bowring Treaty signed with the British in 1855. (2) The “wealthy man” entered
a political position during the conflict from 1957 to 1973 while Field Marshal Sarit had a political power.
Then, Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn had an inherited power after Field Marshal Sarit died. Field
Marshal Thanom's government had accelerated “Development Policy” resulting in Chiang Mai being a
popular tourism. The tourism could make a lot of income for capitalists during this period. Then, the
northern capitalists were involved in local politics especially at the municipal level. (3) The “wealthy man”
is an important person in local community who able to develop local community in various aspects.
He also had important things such as richness, political power base, and he was a well-known person in
local community. The wealthy man could able to accessible to everyone from the poor to rich people.

He was a person who helps villagers in all matters that the villagers asked for helps.

Keywords: Roles, Influencer, and Political Worldview
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