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Abstract

This research aimed 1) to study the conditions of integrated agriculture in Ban
Na San District, Surat Thani Province; 2 ) to study factors and influenced of physical,
economic, social and cultural that affect the integrated agriculture; 3 ) to determine the
relationship between the personal factors of farmers with the physical factors, economic,
social and cultural factors; 4) to propose guidelines for promoting integrated agriculture
farming among farmers.

The study population was farmers whose main occupation was rubber
plantation and who practiced integrated agriculture in Ban Na San District, Surat Thani
Province. The sample size of 364 was determined by the Taro Yamane table and
selected by using simple random sampling. The statistical methods used were mean,
percentage, standard deviation, and chi square.

The results showed that 1) Most farmers were males between 40-49 years
old and had completed primary school. They had annual income from plant products
only of 5,001-10,000 baht. Mean number of household members was no more than
four people. Most of the farmers had prior experience with integrated agriculture.
They planted mostly fruit. The purpose of planting was mainly for consumption/usage
in households. 2) Factors affecting the decision to do integrated agriculture of most
farmers comprised (1) Physical factors, i.e. the fertility of the soil around the farm, the
area has an appropriate altitude, and the plants grown must be suitable for local conditions;
(2) Economic factors, i.e. integrated farming was the size of the land holding, household
labor were used, without external labor; and (3) Society and culture, i.e. supporting
from the family, and gaining knowledge and experience in integrated farming methods
from friends. 3) Relationship between individual characteristics of farmers with the
various factors found the prior experience of farming influenced their physical and
economic factors. Gender and prior experience of farming influenced their social and
cultural success. 4) Suggestion for integrated agriculture were as follows: fruit crops
that should be planted in integrated farms in the area are longkong, mangosteen and
stink bean (Parkia). The area planted to other crops should be about three-fourths of
the rubber planted with area.

Keywords: Factor effecting, Integrated Agriculture, Farmer,
Ban Na San District, Surat Thani Province
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