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Abstract

The objective of this independent study is (1) to study the right to initiative and its process in Thailand, (2) to study the
right to initiative in the Swiss Confederation, the United States of America, and the Federal Republic of Germany, and (3) to study the
problems, obstacles, and to propose the amendment guideline for the Initiative Process Act, B.E. 2556 (2013).

This study was a qualitative research by the method of documentary research, using data collection from the related
documents and information such as the articles of law, academic articles, researching reports, thesis and website data, which has been
analyzed to find out the solutions for the initiative process as related.

The finding of the studying results indicated that (1) in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2560 (2017),
the people who are eligible voters shall initiate the act bill pursuant to Chapter 3: Rights and Liberties of the Thai People, and Chapter 5:
Duties of the State only. The principle is similar to those of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2550 (2007) and B.E.
2540 (1997). The number of people who are eligible voters in the initiative process in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.
2560 (2017) and B.E. 2550 (2007) is not less than ten thousand people, reducing from the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.
2540 (1997) prescribing that the number of people who are eligible voters shall not be less than fifty thousand people. The money act bill
can be initiated only when there is a warranty of the Prime Minister, which has been legislated in the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand, B.E. 2560 (2017), BE. 2550 (2007), and B.E. 2540 (1997); (2) according to the initiative process in foreign countries, after
completion of the acceptance from the House of Representatives and the people of the whole country through the plebiscite, if the
revision or abrogation of that law is required, the consent must be given by the people through the plebiscite in the Swiss Confederation.
In the United States of America, the law requirement of each State has been different. If in that law, the authority is given to the
Legislative, the said revision or abrogation can be performed. If the authority is not given in the law, the prior-consent must be given by
the people who are the electors, on the revision of law which is passed for such process. In part of the Federal Republic of Germany, the
law requirements of each State are different and the consent must be given by the majority vote of all people who are the eligible voters;
(3) the problems and obstacles in the initiative process included 1 ) the preparation of the law bill is a work applying the specific
knowledge and expertise, as well as technique, and law billing procedure, 2 ) the money act bill can be initiated only when there is a
warranty of the Prime Minister only, and 3 ) the act which has not yet been approved by the Parliament shall be rejected upon the
termination of the House of Representatives, or the dissolution of the House of Representatives. Therefore, the researcher has suggested
an amendment guideline for the Initiative Process Act, BE. 2 5 5 6 (2013) for assisting the people in more efficient preparation and
initiation of the law bill as follows: 1) The Office of the Council of State shall be an agency to helps the people in preparing the law bill,
2 ) a “ Preparation and Initiative Process Support Fund” shall be established in the Office of the Council of State, 3 ) the warranty
consideration period of the Prime Minister shall be determined in case of the money act bill, 4 ) the Office of the Council of State shall
have a suggestion duty for the Cabinet’s consideration on requesting the Parliament to consider the act bill initiated by the people after the
general election in case of the termination of the House Representatives, or the dissolution of the House Representatives, and 5) the
criminal punishment shall be cancelled due to the petition of the initiative process to be the acknowledgement of the people’s right
according to the principle of the people’s direct public participation in politics.

Keywords: Law, Law Bill, Act Bill
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