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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the socio-economic status
of cassava farmers in Kantharalak District, Si Sa Ket Province; 2) their satisfaction
with participation in the cassava pledging scheme; and 3) problems with the scheme
and guidelines for improving it.

This was a survey research. The sample population consisted of (1) 334
farmers who participated in the cassava pledging scheme in Kantharalak District, Si Sa Ket
Province, chosen through stratified random sampling and simple random sampling, from
which data were collected using a questionnaire; and (2) 14 government employees involved
with the cassava pledging scheme, from which data were collected using a questionnaire.
Data were statistically analyzed using frequency, percentage and standard deviation.

The data showed that 1) Most of the farmers were male, in the 31-40 age group,
and educated to primary school level. Most had fewer than 3 household members and
fewer than 3 household farm laborers, and were members of farmers groups or agricultural
cooperatives. Agriculture was their primary occupation and their secondary occupation
was working as an agricultural laborer. Their annual household income was more than
150,001 baht, their income from selling cassava was more than 150,001 baht, their
annual household expenses were less than 100,000 baht, and they had 100,000-150,000 baht
in debts to official financial institutions and less than 60,000 baht in black market
debts. 2) As for farmers’ satisfaction with the cassava pledging scheme, they were
very satisfied with the process of farmer registration and satisfied to a medium level
with the process of registering as a Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives
(BAAC) member. They were less satisfied with the process of contacting the Public
Warehouse Organization (PWO) to make an appointment to pledge and deliver
cassava. They were satisfied to a medium level with the process of getting a warehouse
receipt and applying for a loan from the BAAC. 3) The personnel working on the
scheme reported that there was a serious difficulty with setting the dates and times for
receiving cassava and some difficulty with registering farmers. The farmers said the
problems were that there were not enough mills in the scheme, the cassava prices
were too low, services and the work process were too slow, transportation was expensive,
and there were too few places to deliver the cassava. The following guidelines are
recommended for improving the scheme: a. adjust the steps and time required for
registration and develop the database to link farmer data with the Administrative
Department’s data; b. extend the time limit for receiving pledges of cassava; c.
develop a cassava quality inspection system; d. make budget management speedier; e.
store the cassava according to quality grades; f. tell farmers to harvest less cassava
during the beginning of the season; and f. create incentives to encourage well-to-do
farmers to make use of the pledge scheme as well.

Keywords: Developmental guidelines, Cassava pledging scheme
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