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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the primary conditions for
mangosteen production and 2) to analyze factors influencing mangosteen production
of farmers in Phatthalung province.

The study was conducted by collecting the data from 363 samples of
farmers who produce mangosteen by using the accidental sampling methods, utilizing
questionnaires as a tool for collecting the data, and analyzing them by descriptive and
inferential statistics, i.e., mean, percentage, minimum — maximum value, standard
deviation, and multiple regression with variable reduction method.

The results showed that 1) most of farmers were female, 57.02 per cent;
educated in primary school, 58.13 per cent; had an average age of 59.83 years;
possessed an average family member of 3.41 people; expressed, respectively, an
average household income and an expenditure of 150,465 baht and 119,499 baht per
year; owned an average household area of 12.40 rai; had the debt ratio regarding
sampling group of 50.69 per cent; were not trained for mangosteen production
practices, 52.89 per cent; received information relating to mangosteen production
from the agricultural supporting officers, 42.42 per cent; were a member of the
agricultural group, 77.69 per cent; had the average 16.74 years of experience in
growing mangosteen; own the average 1.83 rais for producing mangosteen; had the
average output of 184.26 kilogram per rai; employed an average internal and external
household labor force of 1.75 people and 1.15 people, respectively; gained an average
revenue from selling the outputs of 13,038 baht per year; incurred an average cost of
production of 1,499.45 baht per rai per year; used the organic and chemical fertilizers
on average 338.26 and 55.68 kilogram per rai, respectively; managed mangosteen by
the Integrated farming system, 96.69 per cent; invested their own fund in production,
99.17%; sold outputs through intermediator, 71.63 per cent; and did not acquire the
good agricultural practice (GAP), 86.23 per cent; and 2) the factors influencing
mangosteen production were gender of the farmers, the mangosteen related
production training, the size of mangosteen production area, and the total revenue
from selling the outputs.

Keywords: Mangosteen production, Multiple regression function, Phatthalung.
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