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Indepdendent Study title: Member Participation in the Operations of Nikom Bang Saphan
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the personal characteristics
of members of Nikom Bang Saphan Cooperative, Limited, in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province;
2) their level of participation in the cooperative’s operations; 3) the relationships between
personal factors and level of participation; 4) obstacles to members’ participation in the
cooperative’s operations; and 5) recommendations for promoting greater member
participation.

The study population was the 2,605 members of Nikom Bang Saphan
Cooperative, Limited, in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, out of whom a sample population of
204 was determined using the Taro Yamane method. Data were collected using a
questionnaire and statistically analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t- test, F- test, and LSD to compare differences.

The results showed that 1) Most of the samples were male, in the 50-60 age range,
educated to primary school level, ran rubber plantations, made annual income of 100,000-
200,000 baht, and had been members of the cooperative for more than 20 years. They
reported that they received news about the cooperative about 1-3 times a month. 2) Overall,
the members had a medium level of participation in the cooperative’s operations. They
participated most in decision making, followed by practical work operations, auditing, and
receiving benefits, in that order. 3) The personal factors of educational level and income were
related to members’ level of participation to a statistically significant degree (p<0.05). 4) The
most important obstacle to participation that most of the members cited was that the
cooperative did not provide all the forms of business desired to meet the members’ needs.
The second most important problem was that there was a lack of incentive to participate.
Other problems were that members did not understand the roles and responsibilities of
membership, they did not have time to participate, the cooperative’s personnel and operating
committee members did not facilitate their participation, travel to the cooperative was
difficult, and they did not see any direct benefit from participating. 5) The members’
recommendations for solving these problems were that the cooperative’s administrative
committee should be more transparent and accountable, the cooperative should offer more
forms of business that match the needs of the members’ professions, the cooperative should
communicate and interact more with its members, the government should have a clear policy
of supporting the use of the cooperative’s land, and related government agencies should
provide occupational training for cooperative members that is compatible with their present
agricultural careers.

Keywords: Participation, Nikom Bang Saphan Cooperative Limited, Prachuap Khiri Khan
Province
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