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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) socio-economic status of collaborative farm members of the longkong farmer
group in Prik Subdistrict, Sadao District, Songkhla Province, 2 ) the state of longkong production and marketing of the farmer
group, 3) operations of the farmer group, and 4) development guidelines for longkong production and marketing of the
farmer group.

This study was both quantitative and qualitative research. The quantitative research was a survey of all 31
members of the longkong farmer group in Prik Subdistrict, Sadao District, Songkhla Province, using a questionnaire as the
research instrument. For the qualitative research, an interview form was used to interview 4 informants, i.e. the group
president and secretary and 2 relevant government officers. Statistical analysis methods used for the quantitative data
analysis were descriptive statistics, and for the qualitative data was content analysis.

The finding showed that 1) most of the longkong farmers were male with the average age 54.74 years. The average
number of household members was 4. The farmers worked as rubber farmers as their main career,and planted longkong and
other fruits as their supplementary career. The average land ownership was 15 rai (2.4 hectares) and longkong were planted
on average on 3 rai (4,800 mz). The farmers had an average of 13 years of experience in longkong plantations and inherited
the occupation from ancestors. Their average income from longkong was 17,376 baht a year, and average cost was 5,031.48
baht a year. 2) All farmers planted Tan Yong Mat variety. They planted it by seed together with other crops. The age of
longkong trees was 10-20 years old. The planting space was 7 X7 meters, and they did the trimming of branches, flowers and
fruits, using household labor. Chemical fertilizers were applied together with organic fertilizers. The farmershad problems
with Pink Disease and fruit piercing moth, which were the main pests of longkong farms. Farmers protected from the
problems by pruning. Marketing of members comprised of three types of distribution channels, i.e. selling of all farm
produce, retail selling at their farms or at community markets, and online selling. The sold produce was divided into 3
grades, A, B and C. 3) In terms of the group’s operations, the satisfaction of members with the group's operationsin various
fields was at a moderate level. The group operated according to the organization structure and developed their own
packaging for produce. Most of the members wanted the group to address the shortage of youngworkers for pruning. 4)
Development guidelines for production and marketing were: reducing production costs, increasing productivity, and
improving quality to the GAP standard every year. Group members wanted to have new generations to manage the group,
create more diverse packages and process the produce to add more value.

Keyword: Production and marketing management, Collaborative farm
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