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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1 ) to study economic and social state of
farmers who were members of mushroom and safety vegetable community enterprise in
Phanom Sarakham District of Chachoengsao Province; ( 2 ) to study their greenhouse
mushroom production; ( 3 ) to study their problems, constraints, and suggestions on the
greenhouse mushroom production; and (4 ) to study their need for the extension on the
greenhouse mushroom production.

The population in this study was 105 farmers who were members of mushroom
and safety vegetable community enterprise in Nongwa Village, Banchong Sub-District,
Phanom Sarakham District of Chachoengsao Province. The data were collected by
interviewing all of 105 farmers with no random sampling using structural interview form. The
statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency,
percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were male, with
average age at 43.81 years. They were educated at primary level. The average period of their experience
in greenhouse mushroom production was 6.57 years. The average number of their household members
who participated in mushroom production was 2.08 persons. The average number of their hired labor was
1.26 persons. Most of them had produced greenhouse mushrooms as their main occupation. They had
their own land used for greenhouse mushroom production. They had other agricultural occupations along
with producing greenhouse mushrooms, such as raising farm animals. They had usually received
agricultural information from agricultural extension officials. The average quantity of their produce was
265.24 kilograms/generation, at average 8.70 generations/year. Their average income deriving from their
greenhouse mushroom production was 10,160.48 Baht/generation. Their average cost of their greenhouse
mushroom production was 6,362.61 Baht/generation. (2 ) most of the greenhouses used for producing
mushrooms of the studied farmers were semi-permanent ones, at average 3.71 greenhouses. They used
cassava dregs to cultivate mushrooms, bought compacted fungi and other materials for their mushroom
production through their community enterprise, and sprinkled their mushrooms with well water regularly.
The plant diseases and pests found most were bacteria and mushroom weeds. They usually harvested
their produce at 1.00-3.00 p.m. by picking big semi-bloom mushrooms by hand only, then the
mushrooms would be sorted out by their size in the surrounding area of their house, packed in plastic
baskets, and transported by their cars to distribute at their community enterprise only. Most of them had
done data recording on their greenhouse mushroom production, but it had not been done according to the
regulations absolutely. (3 ) the studied farmers had problems on the lack of capital, water supply, and
materials used for cultivating mushrooms. They needed to be supplied with water sources, cold storage,
and knowledge of greenhouse mushroom production by related public sectors. And (4 ) the studied
farmers suggested that agricultural extension officials should have supported them in mushroom pest
control through printing media most, and set field studies for them regularly.

Keywords: Greenhouse Mushroom Production, Phanom Sarakham District, Chachoengsao Province
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