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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) general information of the young
smart farmer, (2) socio-economic factors of the young smart farmer, (3) potentials of the young
smart farmer, (4) developmental process of the young smart farmer, (5) factors affecting
development of the young smart farmer, and (6) problems and suggestions on the development
of the young smart farmers.

The population in this study was 30 young smart farmers who participated in the
training course on the extension and development for young smart farmers in 2015 of Loei
Province and they were still farmers. The data were collected by using an interviewed
questionnaire and analyzed by computerized program. Statistical methodology included
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, maximum value, and minimum value.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the young smart farmer were
male, with an average age of 33.94 years, married, finished upper secondary education or
equivalence; and had farming experience of 10.30 years. (2) They were a volunteer or
community leader, a client of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives, and a
member of a farmer group. They had received agricultural information from government
officials, television, and facebook at the most level. The average occupied area was 37.53 rai
(1 rai = 1,600 square meters) for rice, mixed, and para rubber plantation. The average
household labor was 3.76 persons while an average hired labor within the community was 4.17
persons. The average farming income was 309,973.333 baht and the average non-farming
income was 89,200.00 baht; the average family consuming and farming expenses were
91,600.00 baht and 84,933.33 baht respectively. They had debts at an average of 254,625.38
baht from the village fund. (3) The young smart farmers had potentials adhering to the
indicators as assigned by Department of Agricultural Extension, the most ability in helping
community and social activities continuously. (4) In the process of the young smart farmer
development, at the first stage, they had perceived at much level on mixed farming in the agro-
forestry system, and the second stage, the perception at much level was the standardized rice
seed production. (5) Factors affecting the success of the young smart farmer development, at
the most level was instructor, and at much level were the successful knowledgeable person and
prototype, agricultural extensionist, and activity participation. (6) The developmental guideline
for the young smart farmer, the perception at much level was the network support by young
smart farmer committees. (7) The problems of the young smart farmer, they had resigned from
non-farming occupation, less and uncertain income, that made their disheartenment; they
couldn’t manipulate the price of farming produces themselves; and they were taken advantage
by the marketing system. They suggested that the government agency should strengthen young
smart farmer network and organize quality marketing system for agricultural produces all over
the country.

Keywords: Young smart farmer, Guideline for farmer development, Loei Province
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