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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study fundamental social and economic
state of farmers who had done rice farming in Mae Hong Son Province; (2) to study their rice
production adhering to good agricultural practice; (3) to study their knowledge and knowledge
sources of their rice production adhering to good agricultural practice; (4) to study their
adoption of technology application to their rice production adhering to good agricultural
practice; and (5) to study their problems and suggestions on their rice production adhering to
good agricultural practice.

The population in this study was 140 farmers who had done rice farming in
Mueang Mae Hong Son District, Pang Mapha District, Mae Sariang District, and Khun Yuam
District, 35 persons/district, and were trained to apply technologies to their rice production
adhering to good agricultural practice in the project on safety and standardized rice
production extension to add the value to their rice in 2013; plus 60 farmers in Mueang Mae
Hong Son District and Khun Yuam District, 30 persons/district, who participated in the
project on rice production improvement to produce standardized rice with added value. The
data were collected from all of these 200 farmers. The statistical methodology used to analyze
the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) 70.5% of the studied farmers were
male, with average age at 50.97 years. They were educated at lower primary level. The
average of their household labor was 3.94 persons. More than a half of them were a member
of a farmer group. Most of them were the owner of the land used for doing farming. The
average size of their area used for doing farming was 10.39 Rai. Their average household
income was 137,006.00 Baht/year, while their average household expenditure was 91,166.00
Baht/year. (2) the average size of the area used for doing rice farming of most of them was
7.0 Rai. They usually planted their rice in Hom Mali 105 tribe. 70.5% of them sold their
produce to local merchants. The average quantity of their produce was 567.88 Kiligrams/Rai.
Their average selling price was 10.85 Baht/Kilogram. (3) the studied farmers had knowledge
and understanding, at the highest level, of surveying plant enemies before deciding how to
eliminate them. They had received agricultural information, at medium level, from personal
media, group media, and mass media. (4) the studied farmers adopted in opinions, at the
highest level, the application of technologies to their rice production adhering to good
agricultural practice in some issues, such as the harvest should have been done at suitable
duration when the paddy ears were at “Plabphuing” stage. (5) the studied farmers adopted the
application of technologies to their rice production adhering to good agricultural practice in
their real practice in some issues, such as there should have been no poisonous substances in
their planting area so that there would have been no residues And (6) the studied farmers had
problems in their real practice on their rice production adhering to good agricultural practice
at medium level. They suggested that the related government sectors should have supplied
them with rice tribe seeds from trusted sources.

Keywords: Adoption of Technology Application to Rice Production, Good Agricultural
Practice, Mae Hong Son Province
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