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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the demographics of members of
Bang Len Agricultural Cooperative, Limited; 2) their debt burdens and unpaid debts to the
cooperative; 3) the relative importance of different factors that affected their lateness in
making loan repayments to the cooperative; 4) the relationships between personal factors and
members’ outstanding debts to the cooperative; 5) the relationships between agricultural
production factors, marketing factors, environmental factors, natural disasters, and
government policies with members’ outstanding debts to the cooperative; and
6) recommendations for solving the problem of unpaid loan repayments to Bang Len
Agricultural Cooperative, Limited.

The study population was 482 members of Bang Len Agricultural Cooperative,
Limited, who were late in their loan repayments to the cooperative, out of which a sample of
219 were randomly chosen. The sample size was determined using the Taro Yamane method.
Data were collected using a questionnaire and statistically analyzed using frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation and chi square.

The results showed that 1) the majority of samples was male, in the age range
46-60 year, educated to primary school level, married, with 3-4 household members, and with
1-2 school age children. Most had been members of the cooperative for 11-15 years, rented
their farming land, and farmed 31 rai of land or more. The majority assessed their current
assets at 100,001-500,000 baht, reported that they used the money they borrowed from the
cooperative for agriculture, reported that they had income from agriculture of 300,000 baht a
year or more, had no other sources of income, had agricultural expenses of 300,000 baht a
year or more, and had non-agricultural expenses of 200,001-300,000 baht a year. 2) Most of
the samples had unpaid debts of 50,000-100,000 baht owed to the cooperative and other debts
of less than 50,000 baht. The other institutions to which they owed loans were the Village
Fund and the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. 3 ) The factors of
agricultural production factors, marketing factors, environmental factors, natural disasters,
and government policies all had a medium level effect on members’ outstanding debts to the
cooperative. 4) Statistically significant relationships (p<0.05) were found between members’
unpaid loan repayments to the cooperative and the factors of amount of land farmed, value of
present assets, purpose for taking out a loan, income from agriculture, income from other
sources, agricultural expenses, and non-agricultural expenses. 5) The other factors that had a
statistically significant relationship with member’s unpaid loan repayments to the cooperative
were lack of technology or agricultural production innovations, increasing prices of consumer
goods, and cancellation of the government’s rice pawning project. 6) Recommendations for
solving the problems of unpaid debts are: government policies to provide low-priced
agricultural inputs and to guarantee higher prices for agricultural produce; a policy of the
cooperative to reduce interest rates to help its members; and the farmers should start keeping
household budgets and accounts of their agricultural expenses.

Keywords: Un-paid Loan Repayments, Bang Len Agricultural  Cooperatives, Nakhon
Pathom Province
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