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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general information about
para rubber plantations of Rubber Fund Cooperative committee members in Betong
District, Yala Province ; 2) their rubber plantation costs; 3) their rubber plantation
returns; and 4) problems encountered by the committee members in the production
and sale of rubber latex.

The study population was 66 members of operating committees of Rubber
Fund Cooperatives in Betong District, Yala Province, out of whom a sample
population of 34 was chosen through purposive sampling. The samples selected had
small rubber plantations (not more than 50 rais; 1 rai = 1,600m?) with trees not more
than 20 years old. Data were collected using an interview form and statistically
analyzed to find frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The costs and
returns were compared between rubber plantations with trees that were bud grafted
and those that were from cuttings.

The results showed that 1) most of the sample cooperative operating
committee members were male, mean age 51, educated to primary school level and
grew rubber on 10-15 rais, planted at a mean density of 62 trees per rais. They all had
proper ownership rights to the land. The rubber trees were 6-20 years old and they had
begun tapping latex when the trees were 6-12 years old. They tapped at night,
collecting latex every other night. 2) For plantations of bud grafted trees, the initial
planting costs were on average 3,579 baht per rai. Before latex collection began, the
annual maintenance costs were on average 1,537.65 baht per rai. After latex collection
started, annual maintenance costs were on average 1,700.23 baht per rai. For
plantations of trees from cuttings, the initial planting costs were on average 4,847.45
baht per rai. Before latex collection began, the annual maintenance costs were on
average 1,267.82 baht per rai. After latex collection started, annual maintenance costs
were on average 1,828.89 baht per rai. 3) The returns from selling latex were on
average 10,111.18 baht per rai per year for plantations of bud grafted trees and
6,143.25 baht rai per year for plantations of trees from cuttings. 4) The major problem
encountered in rubber plantations was plant disease. The other problems were
decreases in the price of latex, unsuitable weather, and the high price of fertilizer and
pesticide.

Keywords: Cost and Return, Para Rubber Plantations, Rubber Fund Cooperative
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general information about
para rubber plantations of Rubber Fund Cooperative committee members in Betong
District, Yala Province ; 2) their rubber plantation costs; 3) their rubber plantation
returns; and 4) problems encountered by the committee members in the production
and sale of rubber latex.

The study population was 66 members of operating committees of Rubber
Fund Cooperatives in Betong District, Yala Province, out of whom a sample
population of 34 was chosen through purposive sampling. The samples selected had
small rubber plantations (not more than 50 rais; 1 rai = 1,600m?) with trees not more
than 20 years old. Data were collected using an interview form and statistically
analyzed to find frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The costs and
returns were compared between rubber plantations with trees that were bud grafted
and those that were from cuttings.

The results showed that 1) most of the sample cooperative operating
committee members were male, mean age 51, educated to primary school level and
grew rubber on 10-15 rais, planted at a mean density of 62 trees per rais. They all had
proper ownership rights to the land. The rubber trees were 6-20 years old and they had
begun tapping latex when the trees were 6-12 years old. They tapped at night,
collecting latex every other night. 2) For plantations of bud grafted trees, the initial
planting costs were on average 3,579 baht per rai. Before latex collection began, the
annual maintenance costs were on average 1,537.65 baht per rai. After latex collection
started, annual maintenance costs were on average 1,700.23 baht per rai. For
plantations of trees from cuttings, the initial planting costs were on average 4,847.45
baht per rai. Before latex collection began, the annual maintenance costs were on
average 1,267.82 baht per rai. After latex collection started, annual maintenance costs
were on average 1,828.89 baht per rai. 3) The returns from selling latex were on
average 10,111.18 baht per rai per year for plantations of bud grafted trees and
6,143.25 baht rai per year for plantations of trees from cuttings. 4) The major problem
encountered in rubber plantations was plant disease. The other problems were
decreases in the price of latex, unsuitable weather, and the high price of fertilizer and
pesticide.
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