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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1)the personal factors of members of
Bantonmapraw Land Reform Agricultural Cooperative Ltd. in Surat Thani Province and their
participation in the cooperative operation; 2) the level of their participation in the cooperative
operation; and 3) their suggestions on the participation in the cooperative operation of the
cooperative members.

The population in this study was the members of Bantonmapraw Land Reform
Agricultural Cooperative Ltd. in Surat Thani Province. 294 samples were selected from these
members. The data collecting process was answering questionnaires which used 5-level of
estimation. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were
percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, and F-test and content analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) most of the studied members were
female, aged 51 or over. Their income was less than or equal to 30,000 Baht. They were
educated at primary level. The period of their being a cooperative member was 16 years or
more. They had received the information on the cooperative from cooperative officials at the
most level. Considering their participation in the cooperative operation, it was found that they
participated in the operation in the aspect of decision-making, the cooperative operation, the
benefit receiving, and the supervision. 2) their participation in the cooperative operation was
generally at medium level and their participation in decision-making and cooperative
operation was at medium level, while their participation in benefit receiving and supervision
was at a little level. Considering the relations between their personal factors and the level of
their participation in the cooperative operation, it was found that members whose gender, age,
period of being a cooperative member, and cooperative information receiving were different
had the difference of the level of their participation in the cooperative operation at statistical
significance, while the ones whose education level and income were different had no
difference of the level of their participation in the cooperative operation at statistical
significance. And 3) their important suggestions on the participation in the cooperative
operation were as follows: The cooperative should have supplied various agricultural produce
to the cooperative members at lower price than the market price to meet the members’
demand, the cooperative should have set public relations for each member group, and the
cooperative should have bought the members’ agricultural produce at higher price than the
market price and paid in cash every day.

Keywords: Level of Participation Cooperative Operation, Bantonmapraw
Land Reform Agricultural Cooperative Ltd., Surat Thani
Province.
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