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Preschool Children in Preschool Children Development Centers
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the current condition and desirable
condition of characteristics of caregiver teachers as perceived by parents of preschool children
in preschool children development centers under Tha Kham sub-district, Hat Yai district,
Songkhla province; and 2) to study the needs for development of characteristics of caregiver
teachers in preschool children development centers under Tha Kham sub-district, Hat Yai
district, Songkhla province.

The research sample consisted of 90 parents of preschool children in preschool
children development centers under Tha Kham sub-district, Hat Yai district, Songkhla
province. The employed research instrument was a dual response questionnaire on
characteristics of caregiver teachers, with reliability coefficient of .97. Statistics employed for
data analysis were the percentage, mean, standard deviation, and PNl megified.

Research findings showed that 1) the rating means of the current condition of
characteristics of caregiver teachers as perceived by parents of preschool children in preschool
children development centers under Tha Kham sub-district, Hat Yai district, Songkhla province
were at the highest level for every aspect; the rating means for specific aspects of characteristics
could be ranked from top to bottom as follows: that of the virtue and morality aspect, that of
the personality aspect, that of the teaching aspect, and that of the human relationship aspect,
respectively; on the other hand, the rating means of the desirable condition of characteristics
of caregiver teachers as perceived by parents of preschool children in preschool children
development centers under Tha Kham sub-district, Hat Yai district, Songkhla province were at
the highest level for every aspect; the rating means for specific aspects of characteristics could
be ranked from top to bottom as follows: that of the human relationship aspect, that of the virtue
and morality aspect, that of the personality aspect, and that of the teaching aspect, respectively;
and 2) the needs for development of three aspects of characteristics of caregiver teachers in
preschool children development centers under Tha Kham sub-district, Hat Yai district,
Songkhla province were as follows: (1) for the personality aspect, the teachers should have
enthusiasm in work performance, and should have leadership; (2) for the teaching aspect, the
teachers should have up-to-date and diversified teaching methods, and should organize outdoor
activities appropriate for the age and interest of the preschool children; and (3) for the human
relationship aspect, the teachers should be able to coordinate well with the community for their
good cooperation; they should regularly participate in activities organized by the community;
and they should be able to work well with their colleagues.

Keywords: Characteristics of caregiver teacher, Needs, Parents,
Preschool children development center
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