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Abstract

The purposes of this study were (1) to investigate the political participation of voters
in electing the president of the Udon Thani Provincial Administrative Organization in 2012, and
(2) to find the factors affecting the voters’ participation in electing the president of Udon Thani
Provincial Administrative Organization in 2012,

The study adopted mixed methodology research approach. The quantitative data
consisted of 398 sample voters in Ban Phue District who were eligible to elect the president of
Udon Thani Provincial Administrative Organization in 2012. The instrument used was a
questionnaire. The 17 key informants for the qualitative data, selected through purposive
sampling, included 3 administrators of the municipality or Sub-district Administrative
Organization, 5 members of the Municipality Council or Sub-district Administrative Organization,
4 village leaders or sub-district headmen, and 5 citizens/villagers. Data were collected through in-
depth interviews. The statistics employed for quantitative data analysis were percentage, mean,
and standard deviation while qualitative data analysis was presented in the form of descriptive
discussion.

The following results had been found. 1) Voters’ political participation in electing the
president of Udon Thani Provincial Administrative Organization, as a whole, was at the moderate
level. On each aspect, their candidacy for contesting to be the president, canvassing for any
presidential candidate, campaigning for any presidential candidate, managing the election and
following up of the election results were at the moderate level. However, the exercise of their
right to vote was at the high level. 2) Factors affecting the voters’ participation in electing the
president of Udon Thani Provincial Administrative Organization included both internal and
external factors. Internal factors were gender, age, educational level, occupation, and income.
These factors were significantly related to voters’ participation in electing the president of Udon
Thani Provincial Administrative Organization at the 0.05 statistical level. External factors
moderately affected the voters’ participation in electing the president of Udon Thani Provincial
Administration Organization. Voters would consider from the candidate’s personal qualities, work
experience, personality and friendliness. Regarding the policy, the voters gave a high level of
consideration on whether the locality could gain any benefits from the candidate’s policies. Of the
advantages and rewards, the voters took into account at a high level whether or not the candidate
regularly supported and attended the villagers’ traditions and festivals and if they promised to do
so after being elected. Of personal relations, personal patronage, and being related, voters would
take these connections into consideration at a moderate level when deciding to vote for a
candidate. 3) The internal factors of gender, age, educational level, occupation and income
influenced the voters’ participation in electing the president of Udon Thani Provincial
Administrative Organization. This showed that different personal status and varied social role
impacted differently on the voters’ satisfaction with the candidates. All personal qualities of the
candidate, his or her policy, the benefits and rewards provided to the voters, personal relations,
and personal patronage had a positive effect on the voters’ participation in electing the president
of Udon Thani Provincial Administrative Organization.

Keywords: Political participation, presidential election of the Provincial, Administrative
organization
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