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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) personal social and economic
state of members of community rice centers in Songkhla Province; (2) their participation in
the operation of their community rice center; and (3) their problems and recomendations on
the operation of their community rice center.

The population in this study was 662 members of the community rice centers in
10 districts of Songkhla Province. The 150 samples were selected by using specific random
sampling methodology, these were 42 members of the community rice center in
Singhanakhon District of Songkhla Province who were graded to be in very good range, plus
28 members in Sathing Phra District and 80 members in Rattaphum District of Songkhla
Province who were graded to be in good range. Data was collected from the samples using
interview form as the research tool. Data analysis was done by computer program. Statistics
used were frequency distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviation. minimum value,
maximum value, and ranking.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the studied members of
the community rice centers were female, with average age at 54.23 years. They were educated
at lower primary level. The average number of their household members was 4.40 persons.
Most of them had no social position. They were mostly a member of a farmer group and a
client of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. They used to participate in
meetings and training courses. Their motivation, at the highest level, for applying to be a
member of the center was their need for developing their village and community. The
occupation of most of them was a farmer who had done rice farming and had raised Para
rubber plantation. The average quantity of their household labor was 2.77 persons. The land
used for doing rice farming was their own land. The average size of their area used for doing
rice farming adhering to the community rice center project was 4.95 Rai. The average of their
household income was 63,744.67 Baht. They mostly used their own capital in doing farming.
And they had received agricultural information at high level from the government officer of
agriculture in their district. (2) The studied members generally participated in the operation of
their community rice center at medium level, and in 3 aspects were as follows: the activity
operation, the profits receiving, and the follow-up and evaluation. Except in development
planning, they participated at high level, and also in attending meetings in order to operate
their group activities; and they participated at low level in gaining profit and dividend sharing
in order to the profits receiving from their operation. And (3) the studied members generally
had problems on their operation at low level in every issue, especially the budgets from the
government which were insufficient for the operation of the center. They recommended at
high level that the related officials should have pushed the members to participate in
following up and evaluating the operation of their center.

Keywords: Participation, Community Rice Center, Songkhla Province.
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