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Abstract

The research aimed to investigate cassava farmers in the following topics:
(1) socio-economic status, (2) situations of cassava production, (3) knowledge and
understanding in cassava production, (4) the extension needs for cassava production,
and (5) problems and suggestions on the extension of cassava production.

One hundred and eighty-two farmers were selected out of 1,697 registered
cassava farmers in year 2014 from Sabot District, Lop Buri Province. These farmers
were selected by using systematic random sampling method. Data were collected
through the interviews and were analyzed by using statistical computerized program
including frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum
values.

The research results were found that: (1) more than half of interviewed
famers were male with an average age of 50 years and completed four years in
elementary school; and the experience in cassava production was 6 years in an
average. The farmers received information of cassava production via personal media
and mass media at the moderate level, whereas information technology was the media
that farmers received the information at the least level. (2) Nearly all of farmers used
chemical control for weeds, and they sold cassava produces immediately after
harvesting. (3) More than half of them had knowledge and understanding in cassava
production at the much level. (4) Farmers needed the extension in the following
issues: the needs for government support on good cassava variety, the needs for
support on production supplies, and the needs for regular follow up from the
agricultural extensionists. Hence, (5) nearly all of them stated that they had problems
in cassava production on the fluctuation of cassava sale price followed by high prices
of fertilizer soil improvement substances. Almost half of them suggested that the
government should use the guaranteed price policy to prevent the fluctuation of
cassava sale price.

Keywords: Agricultural extension needs, Cassava production, Lopburi Province
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