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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study 1) fundamental social and economic state of
shallot farmers in Nong Hong District of Buri Ram Province; 2 ) their knowledge and
understanding of shallot production; s) the state of their shallot production; 4) their need for shallot
production extension; and s) their problems and suggestions on shallot production.

The population in this study was 563 shallot farmers in Nong Hong District of Buri
Ram Province. The 234 samples were selected by drawing lots which was simple random
sampling methodology. The data were collected by interview form. The statistical methodology
used to analyze the data was frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean,
standard deviation, and ranking.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) the average age of the studied shallot

farmers was 52.76. They were educated at lower primary level. Their average number of
household members was 4.73 persons. Almost all of them were rice farmers. The average period
of their experience in shallot production was 14.01 years. The mass media in their village was
broadcasting tower and in their family was television, but they had received agricultural
information from their neighbors who were personal media most. Their average number of
household labor was 2.83 persons. They mostly grew shallots on their own land only. Their
average shallot cultivating area was 1.21 rai. Their average produce was 1,976.92 kg./rai. Their
average income deriving from selling shallots was 25,282.05 Baht. (2) the studied shallot farmers

had knowledge of shallot raising at the highest level. They had known that shallots which were
grown in hot season could be harvested sooner than the shallots which were grown in cool season
because the growth rate of shallots was affected by hot weather to grow sooner than usual, while
their knowledge at the lowest level was soil preparation, they rarely knew that the earth should be
plowed only roughly/not too finely before cultivating. (3) almost all of the studied farmers bred

shallot tribes themselves. All of them grew shallots by using shallot tribe tubers. Their water
supply was from the rain only, and the earth had to be dried out in the sunshine, at average 9.51
days. All of them fertilized the soil before growing. They applied chemical fertilizer in 15-15-15
formula most. Their average number of hired labor in harvesting their produce was 5.52 persons.
They mostly sold their produce when their shallots were dry enough to be bound in small groups.
More than a half of them sold their shallots in mixed size, and they mostly sold their produce to
traveling merchants. () the studied shallot farmers needed the extension of shallot production in 3
aspects as follows: In the aspect of knowledge of shallot raising, they needed to know how to
produce good quality shallots and to receive marketing information; in the aspect of shallot
production techniques, they needed to be trained and visited at their farm; and in the aspect of
shallot production support and marketing, they needed to coordinate with their customers and
needed a guarantee of shallot selling price. And (s) almost all of the studied shallot farmers had
problems on the falling of shallot selling price, and they suggested that there should have been
central markets for shallot distributing.

Keywords: Shallot Production, Agricultural Extension Need, Buri Ram Province
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