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Thesis title: Development Guidelines of the Farm Women Groups Operations in Ranong Province
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(2) Dr. Sunan Seesang, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2019

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to studied 1) Social and economic conditions of members of
Farm women group 2) the operations of Farm women groups 3) The members’s opinion about roles of
committees and members in the operation of Farm women groups. 4) Problems and suggestions regarding the
operations of the members of Farm women groups and 5) guidelines for operational development of Farm
women groups in Ranong province. The population of this research were 1,034 members of Farm women
groups. The sample size of 136 people were determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value of
0.08. For 21 agricultural extensionists in Ranong province, the sample size of 7 people was determined by using
purposive sampling. Data collection tools used in this research was interview and focus group. Data was
analyzed using computer program package. Statistics used were such as mean, maximum value, minimum
value, frequency, standard deviation, percentage, content analysis.

The results of the research stated that (1) most of the members of Farm women group had the
average age of 50.20 years and 42.6% graduated from primary education levels. The average household
members were 3.26 people with the average membership period of 6.28 years. Most of them had a position as
members in the group and 91.5% were farmers. The average labors in the household were 2.74 people. (2) The
operations of Farm women group, overall, were at the high level. The main and highest aspects of the operation
were knowledge development to increase capability of members and organization, product and service
management, and community-base focus.(3) The members’s opinion about roles of committees and members in
the operation of Farm women groups in general were working according to their roles at the high level with the
main aspect of group committees operating on the highest roles such as leadership, financial management, and
check and assessment. The main operational roles with the highest level for group members were such as
meeting participation, support, and knowledge transfer roles. (4) Problems and suggestions on the operation of
Farm women group at the low level with the most problematic ones being fund and resources management,
knowledge development to increase capabilities of members and organization, and community-base focus.
(5) Guidelines for development included group process extension for members so that they understand their
roles and mutual goals, fund seeking extension to develop the product of the group in order to keep up with the
standard and to maintain the continuous production power, and market channel finding to promote products by

integrating with government organization and related private sector to make an improvement in all aspects.

Keywords: the Farm Women Groups Operations, guideline for group development, Ranong province
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