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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the basic information of
Mr. Thawi Manuch; 2) the production process for growing organic rice according to
EU Regulation 834/07 and NOP — USDA Organic Standards of Mr. Thawi Manuch;
3) the certification process of the EU Regulation 834/07 and NOP — USDA Organic
standards; 4) the factors affecting the farmer’s success in obtaining standard
certifications.

This study was a qualitative research. This is an in-depth case study done
with an in-depth interview with a farmer who owns a rice farm that produces organic
rice according to the EU Regulation 834/07 and the NOP— USDA Organic Standards.
Data from the in-depth interview were analyzed by using categorizing, comparison,
correlation analysis, and clarification.

The results of the research were classified into 4 parts as follows. The first
part was the basic information of the farmer, which indicates that he has a farming
area of 8 rai (12.8 hectares) with sandy loam soil and relying on rainwater. Moreover,
the social condition was like a large family, using family labor in farming. In the
second part, the organic rice production process was divided into 8 steps: (1) soil
preparation, (2) seedling preparation, (3) dry rice sowing, (4) maintenance, (5)
harvesting, (6) threshing, (7) drying rice to reduce moisture, (8) packing, storage, and
delivery of paddy based on the EU Regulation 834/07 and NOP — USDA Organic
Standards. In the third part, the group certification process of the EU Regulation
834/07 and NOP — USDA Organic Standards were investigated, which can be
summarized in 5 steps: (1) apply to be a member of the Agricultural Cooperatives
without Chemical Co., Ltd., (2) attend a meeting to get briefed on the project, (3)
apply for membership to join the organic rice production project with the cooperative,
(4) prepare by attending training on organic rice production, and (5) the rice field
inspection contains subgroup-level standard audits, farm inspection reports with the
random group check, and certification of internal audit results document inspection by
internal auditors. The final part is the factors affecting the success of the farmer,
which can be summarized into 2 factors: internal and external success factors. The
three internal success factors were (1) the characteristics of the farmer, (2) his
knowledge and abilities, and (3) the family. The four external success factors were (1)
government support, (2) supervision by the Agricultural Cooperatives without
Chemical Co., Ltd., (3) building a network of farmers, and (4) other factors such as
modern production technology, etc. Overall, it resulted in the farmer obtaining
certification for organic rice production standards.

Keywords: Organic rice production, Certification of organic rice production
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