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Abstract

The objectives of this research study were 1) to explore knowledge and knowledge
resources in creating sub-district agricultural development plan of the officers; 2) to survey their
needs and opinions towards the creation of sub-district agricultural development plan; 3) to study
the participation of related parties in creating sub-district agricultural development plan of the
officers; and 4) to survey problems, suggestions, strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats,
and development guidelines in sub-district agricultural development plan creation of the
officers.

The population of the study was divided into 2 group which consisted of 103
agricultural extensionists in Surat Thani and 16 representatives of agricultural extensionists
and chiefs of agricultural district office. The data from the first group were collected by using
questionnaire, and a focus group interview was conducted with the second group. Statistical
analysis including frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard
deviation, and ranking were used to analyze the data from the questionnaire. The qualitative
data were analyzed by content analysis and SWOT analysis.

The results of the research revealed that most of the agricultural extensionists
were female with the average age of 36.54 years and graduated with bachelor degree. They
had the average working experience of 8.35 years and had worked for the agricultural
extension department for the period of 5.09 years on average with the average number of
villages under their responsibility of 9.83. 1) Their knowledge about the processes in agricultural
development plan creation and content of the agricultural development plan book was at the
high level. The main knowledge resource in creating the agricultural development plan was
group media, followed by personal media. 2) The needs for an agricultural development plan
mostly were at the highest level with the need for the adoption of agricultural development
plan into actual practice being rated at the highest level. The majority of the opinion regarding
the creation of the agricultural development plan was at the highest level, with the opinion
about the creation of the agricultural development plans that would be able to effectively
solve the agricultural problems being ranked at the highest level. 3) The participation of
related parties in creating the agricultural development plan showed that the provincial
agricultural extensionists participated the most followed by the community leaders. 4 )
Overall, the problems were at the high level particularly the difficulties and complication of
creating an agricultural development plan. Suggestions would be that there should be the
cooperation among related parties in planning. The strength would be regular plan creation
every year. The weakness was that the officers lacked skills in creating an agricultural
development plan because they had just been appointed to the position. Regarding
opportunity, they received the training from provincial agricultural office every year and the
threat would be the lack of integrity between related agencies. Planning guidelines included
complete and updated data preparation, cooperation among the related parties, and a clear
direction/goal in response to the needs of the community.

Keywords: sub-district agricultural development planning, agricultural extensionist, Surat
Thani Province
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