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Abstract

This independent study aims to identify villagers’ land ownership legal
measures to prevent encroachment on forest areas. It leads to the suggestion ways to
manage people’s land entitlement to be in compliance with deforestation prevention
policies. Due to the definition of conservation of forest areas by law, such areas made
encroachment on forest areas illegal even though people had proof of land entitlement
before the forest areas were established. However, if no legal action is taken, people
have no right to the land they own.

This independent study is qualitative research. Data was collected and
documents were studied. Books from both Thailand and abroad including information
from the media, law, judgment, dissertations, research, documents and related
information, as well as related international laws of the United States and Indonesia
were used.

The study indicated that the government was the only one who could
determine forest land. Proof of ownership rights does not allow people to participate.
There is also a policy to declare forest areas overlapping people's living areas while
the areas were not established. Therefore, it is appropriate to use the concept of
community rights, and stakeholders should participate in defining forest land. People
who want to claim land must have clear proof of entitlement showing that such claim
was dated first. If a person lived there before forest areas were established, documents
showing their entitlement to the land should be issued according to the Land Code.
The concept of buffer zones should be considered, i.e., people can own land adjacent
to forest areas, but some activities must be limited so there are no ecological impacts
on the forest.

Keywords: Forest Areas, Preserved Forests, State Land, Private Land
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