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Abstract

The objectives of the independent study were to 1) study the basic socio-
economic status of farmers; 2) study RD 6 rice production of farmers; 3) analyze the
costs and returns of RD 6 rice production; and 4) study their RD 6 rice production
problems.

The study population consisted of 50 farmers who registered for RD 6 rice
production in 2014 in Moo 7, Kutsa Sub- district, Mueang District, Udon Thani
Province. The data were collected from all of the study population. The research tool
was a questionnaire. The data were analyzed by using frequency, mean, percentage,
and standard deviation.

The results showed that 1) most of farmers were male, mean age 55.82
years, with primary level education, and 34.36 years experience in rice production.
Average household members and agricultural labor were 5.28 persons, and 4.08
persons, respectively. All of them used their own capital. Average farm area and rice
field were 13.82 rais (1 rai = 1,600 m?), and 8.64 rais, respectively, and all of them
owned their own land. 2) All farmers used transplanting rice method and mostly kept
seed themselves. Average seed used was 3.81 kg./rai. Soil preparation consisted of
plowing two times and harrowing afterwards. Soil texture was sandy loam. Average
space of transplanting was 28.60 centimeters with 3.8 unit/ clump. Rainfall was their

main source of water, so there was no irrigation. 3) Average yield was 356.75 kg./ rai.

Their average costs of production were 4,240.2 1 baht/rai, which were composed of
cash costs and noncash costs at 880.08 baht/rai, and 3,360.13 baht/rai., respectively.
Their average income was 4,280.97 baht/rai. and profit was 40.76 baht/rai. Major costs
of production were labor costs, and most farmers used their family labor, resulting in
rather low cash costs and rather high noncash costs. 4) The main problems in rice
production were the high price of fertilizer, high wage rate, and labor shortage.

Keywords: Costs and returns, RD 6 rice production, Kutsa Sub-district,
Udon Thani Province
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