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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) factors that led to the emergence of the For
Heaven and Earth Party; and 2) the form of the For Heaven and Earth Party’s operations.

This was a qualitative research. The sample group of 29 key informants came from 5 groups: 1.
founders of the For Heaven and Earth Party; 2. members of the party’s executive committee; 3. members of the
party’s branch committees; 4. the party’s advisers; and 5. party members and members of the general public.
Data were obtained from documentary research, structured interviews and observation. Data were analyzed by
descriptive analysis.

The major findings were: (1) The factors that led to the founding of the For Heaven and Earth
Party were the existence of a group of people with similar views and the fact that they had the legal right to
establish a political party. Samana Bodhirak, the leader of the Santi Asoke Buddhist Sect, and his followers
agreed to take over the Cooperative Party from Police Captain Dr. Nitiphum Nawarat’s group; and a group of
laypeople who were Santi Asoke adherents agreed to establish a political party and become members. The
party’s name was changed to the “For Heaven and Earth Party.” The party’s structure is as stipulated by law.
People who want to be party members must aspire to abstain from sin and temptation, dedicate themselves to
working for society with no remuneration, and try to build people’s morals following the ideology of Bun-
niyom or “meritism,” which is the party’s central policy. (2) The party’s operations follow the steps for
establishing a political party as set in the law, and the party’s structure is as set in the legal guidelines. The
party’s organization and working mechanisms, and those of its branches, are organized as political activities to
complement the Santi Asoke group’s other activities under the meritism ideology, such as ecological agriculture
and community merit-based economic activities. There is no emphasis on advertising or pre-election
campaigning. The party is not concerned about increasing the number of its members, but emphasizes the
morality of its political representatives, who should strive to thoroughly study and understand the party’s rules
and ideology. The party’s executive committee is elected to manage the party’s activities in line with the party’s

strategies and goals.

Keywords: Political party formation, Political party operations, For Heaven and Earth Party, Santi Asoke,

Politics
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