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Abstract

The objective of this research is study the Buddhist Approach on Political
Concepts of M.R. Kukrit Pramoj.

The research methodology employed this research is qualitative, including
several qualitative methods of 1) documentary research, 2) in-depth interview with
fourteen informants selected by purposive sampling method and 3) focus group
interview with five qualifying experts, in which descriptive approach of data analysis
were employed.

The result of the study was that the Buddhist political Concepts of M.R. Kukrit
Pramoj resembles Buddhist principles of governance which include: desa-raja-dhamma
(Ten Duties of the King), sanga-ha-vatthu (Principles of Service and Social Integration),
and cak-ka-vatti-vat (Duties of the Great rulers). All these principles were being widely
adapted to modern Politics and Governance in Thailand, especially the desa-raja-
dhamma (Ten Duties of the King) that being applied in managing public and private
sectors nationwide. Consequently, the democratic form of governance in Thailand with
the King as the head of the state stipulates the condition of dhamma-raja in which the
head of the state must uphold their virtue and moral according to the Buddhist
principles. Ultimately, honesty, integrity, and courage are leadership characteristics
mostly demanded by Thai public and society. Apart from the fact that M.R. Kukrit
Pramoj had presented his Buddhist political ideology via his several outstanding
masterpieces including novels and newspaper articles, he also consistently live and
committed to his role status as a faithful Buddhist-principle-guided Thai political leader,
thus, being a great role model for both politics and governance circles in Thailand until

nowadays.

Keywords: Political Concepts on Buddhist Approach, M.R. Kukrit Pramoj
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