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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to (1) examine role of kamnan and village
headmen with enhancing the local democracy in the area of Sub-district Administrative
Organization; (2) examine problems and difficulties faced by kamnan and village
headmen with enhancing the local democracy in the area of Sub-district Administrative
Organization; and (3) examine the appropriate role of kamnan and village headmen with
enhancing the local democracy in the area of Sub-district Administrative Organization.

Methodologically, the qualitative research was adopted. A total of thirteen
samples were chosen using the Purposive Sampling Method, including one sheriff, one
deputy district chief, one local sheriff, two local mayors, three kamnan, three village
headman, and two local savants. The instruments used included the in-depth interview,
confrontation, and observation. In addition, the prior researches and documents, theories
and concepts were examined and analyzed in the format of the descriptive analysis.

It was found that (1)role of kamnan and village headmen; 1.1) on civil
government; consultation is adopted among the village committees; 1.2) on maintaining
the order and peace; the kamnan and village headmen played a major role while Sub-
district Administrative Organization played a minor role through democratic consulting
process in the cooperative and responsible manner; 1.3) on the political cooperation; the
general public are encouraged in the election campaign and the people are stimulated to
exercise the right on election day as much as possible; (2) the problems and difficulties
faced by kamnan and village headmen; 2.1) on civil government; it involves budget and
fund appropriation which focuses on relatives and partisans; 2.2) on maintaining the
order and peace; acquiring the equipments and tools and strategic objects subsidized by
Sub-district Administrative Organization, because Kamnan village headmen have no
own budget; 2.3) on promotion of the political participation; it is suspected of partiality,
political preference, and election canvasser, (3) the appropriate role of kamnan and
village headmen; 3.1) on civil government; neutrality, fairness, and honesty must be
demonstrated to the public practically and equally; 3.2) on maintaining order and
peace; all parties should be paid an attention and drawn into network as much as
possible to help supervise this area; 3.3) on the promotion of the political participation;
kamnan village headmen should be nurtured the democratic vision while the general
public should be encouraged to partake in decision-making politically.

Keywords: Kamnan, Village headmen, Local democracy, Tambol Administrative
Organization
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