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Independent Study title: The Problem of Dishonesty in the Election of Tambon Administration
Organizations According to the Election Act of Local Councilors or
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Abstracts

The objectives of this independent study are (1) to study the concepts and theories related to
democracy, decentralization, local government organizations and local elections; (2) to study the law
relating to the election of Tambon administration organizations; (3) to analyze problem of dishonesty in
the election of Tambon administration organizations by comparing between the old election Act of local
councilors or administrators B.E. 2002 and the new version of B.E. 2019; and (4) to propose suggestions
from the said study.

This independent study is a qualitative research using document research methods from laws,
books, academic documents, theses, dissertations, journals, and electronic data.

The study found that the problem of dishonesty in the election of Tambon administration
organizations, such as the giving of money or things or other forms, etc. has distorted the people's will
and principle of decentralization. (2)The previous law on election of the local councilors or administrators
of Thailand B.E. 2002 had problems in many matters including the period on approving new projects or
activities under paragraph 2 of section 57 which led to the amendment and issuance of the new election
law of B.E. 2019. (3) From the above case brings a comparative analysis between the previous election
laws of the local councilors or administrators and the new version that the period of sixty days for
approving new projects or activities has been changed to the period within ninety days before the
expiration of the terms of the local councilors or administrators under paragraph 2 of section 65 which
specifies a reasonable period that affects the approval of a new project or activity under the plan. However,
there may be other problems that need to be evaluated in the next election. (4) Suggestions for other
problems are that certain provincial government officials committing crimes in elections should be
considered a general disciplinary offense under section 69, witnesses concerned should be protected and
civil society organizations should play a role in providing knowledge and understanding to the people in

order to solve the local election problems to be more fair and honest.

Keywords: Dishonesty, Election, Tambon Administration Organization
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