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Thesis title: Political Participation Behavior of Thai Hill Tribe Citizens: A Case Study of
Mae Ngao Tambol Administrative Organization, Khun Yuam District, Mae Hong
Son Province
Researcher: Police Sergeant Major Manit Inpong Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics
and Government) Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor;

(2) Thapanat Prom-in, Associate Professor Academic year: 2007

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were: (1) to study the political participation behavior of
Thai hill tribe citizens in Mae Ngao Tambol Administrative Organization (TAQ), Khun Yuam District,
Mae Hong Son Province; (2) to study problems and obstacles with the political participation of Thai
hill tribe citizens in Mae Ngao TAQ, Khun Yuam District, Mae Hong Son Province; and (3) to
provide recommendations to promote the political participation behavior of Thai hill tribe citizens in
Mae Ngao TAO, Khun Yuam District, Mae Hong Son Province.

This is a qualitative research. The sample consisted of 48 village leaders and Thai hill
tribe citizens in Mae Ngao Subdistrict, Khun Yuam District, Mae Hong Son Province. Data were
collected using an interview form and analyzed using percentages and descriptive analysis.

The results showed that: (1) most of the Thai hill tribe citizens used their voting rights
but had never run for election or held a position in the TAO. They had received news and
information from the TAQO but had never expressed their opinions or investigated the TAO's work.
They had received services or assistance from the TAO and had cooperated with the TAO but had
never joined in TAO work or had other relations with the TAO. (2) Problems and obstacles with the
Thai hill tribe citizens' political participation included lack of knowledge, lack of supporting factors,
and the TAO’s failure to provide wide opportunities for political participation. (3) Recommendations
to promote Thai hill tribe citizens’ political participation are to provide education, to promote the
development of supporting factors, and to have the TAOs provide wider opportunities for political
participation. ‘

Keywords: Political Participation Behavior, Thai Hill Tribe Citizens, Mae Ngao Tambol

Administrative Organization
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